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IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 23, 1833. 


A message from the President of the United 
States was received by the handa of A. J. Donex- | 
son, Esq., his Private Secretary. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented the credentials 
of the Hon. JOHN BLACK, a Senator elect from 
the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. BLACK appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Petitions and memorials were presented b 
Messrs. FORSYTH, SILSBEE, SHEPLEY, 
EWING, BELL, WRIGHT, TYLER, GRUN- 
DY, SMITH, KING, of Alabama, ROBINSON, 
TIPFON,MOORE, PRESTON, LINN,RIVES, 
WILKINS, SOUTHARD, ROBBINS, and 
CLAY. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: & 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- | 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 
repealing so much of the law relative to brevet | 
rank as authorizes the President to confer that 
rank on officers who shall have served ten years 
in any one grade. 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave given, introduced a bill | 
to aid in the construction of roads in the Territory 

of Michigan, which was read twice and referred 
to the Committee. on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. PRENTISS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Bethel, 
through Stockbridge, Pittsfield, and Windsor, to 
Rutland, in Vermont. 


Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
storing to the pension list Mrs. Ellen Dix, widow 
and relict of the late Dr. Dix, who was surgeon 
in the Navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, reported a bill for the 
relief of Mountjoy Bailey. 


On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the following res- 
olution, offered on Wednesday by Mr. MOORE, 
was taken up, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to the Senate the correspondence between that | 
Department and the several agents and other per- 
sons who have been employed in the removal, or 
in the arrangements for removal, of the Indian 
tribes. Also, all correspondence between the De- | 

artment and other individuals on the subject of | 

ndian affairs, including the names of agents or 
other persons who have been employed in making 
Indian treaties, in the removal of Indians, taking 
the census of Indians, or in locating the reserva- 
tions allowed by treaties to Indians, with a state- 
ment of the several sums disbursed by each, show- 
ing the amount expended, the persons to whom it 
has been paid, and the specific services or consid- 
eration which they have been paid. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following resolution submitted by Mr. 
WEBSTER on Thursday last, came up for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
passing a law for preventing, as far as may be, 
accidents to vessels oe in the foreign or 
coastwise ©on:merce of the United States, from the | 
explosion ¢* steam. 

Mr. WER®STER said that the great im 
of this subject in its relation to the public wel- 
fare had induced him to offer this resolution. It 
seemed to be the general expectation with the 
public that the subject would be taken up by Con- 
gress and efficiently acted on. The history of the 
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|| offence than negligence, to wit: steamboat 


|} matter. 
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country for the last three years 
startling list of accidents from explosicns by steam, 
and the general opinion seemed to be that they | 
arose, in many instances, from very culpable neg- 
ligence, but in some from a more positive criminal | 


This was a most unpardonable offence, as tending 
immediately to the destruction of life, by anagent 
so salutary and useful when under proper restraint, 
but awfully destructive and calamitous when in 
inexperienced hands. He had no doubt that it was 
within the power of Congress to interpose in this 
They were licensed commercial vessels, | 
and it seemed within the general scope of the pow- 

ers of Congress to regulate commerce and preserve | 
the lives and property of our citizens, and unless | 
the power can be exercised by Congress he thought 
it could not be by the States. He desired to ex- 
press no opinion, but it had occurred to him that 
a law might be framed having a two-fold character, 
to prescribe and regulate the manner in which | 
steam-boilers should be tried, and then to prohibit 

the application of more than one half or one third 

of the pressure to the boiler which it might be 

pronounced capable of sustaining; the regulation 

of the safety-val ve connected to something without, 

by which every one might examine into the de- | 
gree or pressure for himself, was also important. 
As it was the opinion that culpable negligence was | 
the chief cause of so many disasters, it seemed | 
necessary that there should be some provision for | 
an immediate examination of all the circumstances | 
whenever they occur; that the collector of the 

district ought to take measures to bring the subject | 
to a judicial investigation, and that no excuse | 
should avail unless it shouid turn out that the ac- | 
cident was such as could not have been prevented | 
even by the greatest degree of skill. He was sat- 

isfied that there could be-no efficient security until | 
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| mittee to consider this subject. 


|| ereignty. 
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the owner of the boat was brought to feel his re- || 


\| sponsibility to the public by a legal provision for | 


punishment and forfeiture. It was within the | 
principle to look to that asthe great remedy; that | 
when explosions do take place the owners should | 
be held responsible, and he was persuaded that | 
such a provision would put an end to three fourths | 
of such occurrences. As to the punishment im- | 
posed that is another consideration. As negli- 

gence was highly culpable, how much more so | 
was the system of racing, whether of a boat against | 
a boator against time, and in such cases the owner | 
ought to be punished in a most exemplary man- 
ner, together with forfeiture of the boat. There 
was another thing: collisions had been of frequent | 


| 


occurrence, or boats running foul of each other. | 
Something like a law or rule ought to be adopted | 
to regulate the course which boats meeting each 
other at night ought to take, and to require them 
to be well lighted. Complaints, too, had been 
frequent of gunpowder being carried on board of 
steamboats, Perhaps that ought to be entirely | 
prohibited, owing to the terror which prevented 
people from going in boats on that account, and 
that for that reason gunpowder had been frequently | 
shipped on board in disguise, He had brought | 
forward the resolution because so much terror ex- 
isted in the public mind as greatly to impede that | 
most comfortable and useful mode of traveling. 
Mr. BENTON said he did not rise to oppose 
the resolution—he would give it his hearty sup- 
ort,as he agreed to everything which he had 
eard on the subject. He believed that from four 

to five thousand lives had been lost in the United 
States from such accidents. He was in New 
Orleans when: the steamboat was blown up on the 
Red river; and was informed there that fifty kegs 
of gunpowder was on board that boat at thetime. 
He had also been told by the in of a steam- 
boat that two hogsheads had been shipped on 
board his boat without his knowing the contents 
of them; he had placed them immediately under 
the boilers of the boat, and it was not until they 
arrived safely at their place of destination that 
the captain discovered that they contained gun- 
powder. There was another class of 
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idents || mouth of the Kalamazoo and 


WORE Soucc alts 7" 


resented a most | peculiar to this species of travelling in the West 


which ought to be provided against—that of as- 
saults and batteries and homicides. He did not 
oppose the resolution, but rose merely to say 
that, in his view of the subject, the Committee on 
the Judiciary, having the judicial affairs of the 
country in charge, waa the most appropriate com- 
e thought so 
because the resolution embraced the jurisdiction 
of the private waters of the States, and it seemed 
to contemplate an interference with their sov- 
In the West during high waters 
steamboats passed over plantations, and up to the 
heads of springs on private property. Fie had 
reflected much on this subject with a view to 
devise some means of preventing the great evils 
complained of, but had always met with diffi- 
culties at a time when he thought he had accom- 
plished his object. He would say, however, not- 
withstanding so many calamitous accidents had 
occurred, that his acquaintance with the captains 
and owners of boats enabled him to speak of 
them as men generally of great skill and high 
character, although, to be sure, there were ex- 
ceptions. In twelve yeara’ experience in this 
mode of travelling he (Mr. B.) had never met 
with any accident, and he attributed his good for- 
tune solely to the minute inquiries he had always 
been in the habit of making when he went on 
board as to the perfection of the machinery, and 
the care and skill of the persons having it in 
charge. Hemoved to amend the resolution so as 
to refer it to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER did not know that there was 
any standing committee which could appropriately 
take charge of it; but he was governed by prece- 
dent. A resolution offered a few days since, in 
relation to fires on board steamboats, had been 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
he thought this had better take the same course. 
It was his purpose to carry the regulations to 
boats registered and licensed plying upon the 
public waters only. 

The motion to amend was disagreed to; and the 
resolution was then adopted. 

The bill to repeal the act commonly called the 
** force bill,’? came up in order. 


Mr. FORSYTH thought if it was the intention 


to discuss the bill now that we ought to have the 
South Carolina ordinance. 


Mr. CALHOUN said he wished to move a 
age ge of the bill to this day two weeks, 
y which time:that decument should be had; he 


| accordingly made a motion to that effect; which 


was agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER’S resolution for purchas- 
ing three daily papers for the use of the Senate 
came up in order. 

Mr. FORSYTH did not understand the object 
of the resolution. 

Mr. POINDEXTER. I wish the papers to be 
filed for the purpose of reference by the members 
of the Senate. 

oe resolution was adopted on a division—18 
to 17. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
KING on Thursday last, was taken up, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Landa 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
over to the State of Alabama,.to be applied to the 
construction of a railroad from the Tennessee te 
the Alabama river, two per cent. of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands which has been 
set apart for making roads to and from said State 
under the direction of Congress. 

The following resolations, submitted by Mr. 
TIPTON on Thureday last, were taken up, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for building a light-house at the 
rand rivers, on 
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50 
Lake Michigan, Michigan Territory, and for sur- 
veying the bars at the mouths of both these rivers. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be || 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of an ap- ] 
propriation for surveying the flats in Lake St. || 
Clair, at the mouth of St. Clair river, and also for || 
removing the bar, and building a pier, if necessary, || 
at the mouth of the river Clinton, in Lake St. 
Clair, in the Territory of Michigan. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The consideration of the report of the Secretary | 
of the Treasury on the removal of the deposites || 
came up in order. 

Mr. CLAY said he regretted he was compelled | 
to ask for a further postponement of this subject. || 
The unexampled pressure in the money market || 
he was aware required some expression on the || 

art of the Senate with as little delay as possible. || 

t would be well recollected that a call had been | 
made upon the Secretary of the Treasury for cer- 
tain papers alluded to in his report; these have not | 
yet been received; he had supposed that they || 
would have been ready by to-day, and that he | 
should not have been compelled to ask for any || 
further delay. 
to has not been received, he asked a further post- | 
ponement until Thursday next. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he had no kind of objec- | 
tion to the postponement, But he would suggest 
to the gentieman fron» Kentucky, that if he would 
turn over the printed public documents he would 
find all the correspondence he wanted. He (Mr. 
F.) understood that all the gentleman wanted was | | 
to ascertain whether the Secretary had put the | 

roper construction upon Mr. Crawford’s letters. 
Wve call of the gentleman seemed to Mr. F. very 
extensive, and he thought it would require more | 
time to copy it all than was allowed by the pro- 
posed postponement. 

Mr. CLAY hoped there would be no objection | 
to the day suggested. The documents alluded to 
by the gentleman were in four volumes, and it was 
impossible to select out of them the correspondence 
referred to. But he would say that he had read || 














But as the correspondence alluded || . 





mittee, previously raised on subjects of a similar 
character. } 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the clerk of the United 
States Supreme Court to receive and transmit all 


| records, documents, and letters, concerning the 
| duties of his office, free of postage. 


On motion of Mr. DAVENPORT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be requested to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Wel- 


_don,in North Carolina, by Charlotte Court-House 
| and Brook Neal, to Green Hill, in the county of 


Campbell, Virginia; also, one other route from 
Green Hill, in the county of Campbell, by Rius 
Meeting-House and Spring Garden, to Danville, 
in Pittsylvania county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. BOCKEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to Robert Brush, a 
soldier of the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, 

Resolved, That the deposition of Josiah Smith 
and others, relative to the loss of a horse while he 
was in the service of the United States, and for 
which he claims compensation from the Govern- 
ment, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


making an appropriation for the building of a 
marine hospital in or near Wilmington, North 


| Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making rerauneration to Lieutenant E. R: Shu- 
brick, of the United States Navy, for certain 
expenses incurred by him during the period he 
commanded the United States ship Vincennes in 
the West Indies, and that the memorial of Lieu- 
tenant Shubrick, with the accompanying papers, 


A great portion of it, and he was unable to find in || presented at the last session of Congress, and now 


it a single passage justifying the construction put 
on it by the Secretary; but, on the contrary, doc- | 
trines the very reverse of it. Heasked, what was | 
no more than fair, that the Secretary should state | 
his own case. 
The postponement till Thursday was agreed to. || 
On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, the bill for the || 
relief of John A. Webster was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate then 
went into the consideration of Executive busi- || 


ness, which occupied their attention to the hour || 


of adjournment. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 23, 1833. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to John Carmack, of | 
the county of Washington, Virginia, for services || 
rendered the United States in and prior to the war | 
of the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, 


| bers 


on file in the office of the Clerk of the House, be 
committed to said committees 

On motion of Mr. TOMPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Big Barren river, in the 


| State of Kentucky, and that said committee report 


by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 


| town of Perryville, in the county of Perry, State 
| of Tennessee, to the town of Reynoldsburg, in the 


same State. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


| expediency of establishing a post route from An- 


trim, of Van Buren, in the county of Hardiman, 
State of Tennessee, by Nubbin Ridge, Simpson’s 
Bridge, on the Hatchee river, Cypress, Cham- 

Stcre, Wolf’s Ferry,on the Tennessee river, 
to Lilley’s, on the stage road from Florence, Ala- 





Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and | 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of authorizing the application of a part of the an- 
nual appropriation under the act of 1824, for sur- 
veys, &c., to geological investigations, and to the | 
formation of a geological map of the United States. | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. | 





bama, <o Savannah, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the payment of half-pay 
pensions to the widows and orphans of those offi- 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 1 cers and soldiers of the late six companies of 
j 


fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of so modifying the existing law in relation to the | 
militia of the several States, as to permit each 

Siate, in time of peace, in the discretion of its 
Legislature, to require no person to bear arms | 
under 21 or over 40 years of age; and to permit 
the inspection of arms to be taken by companies, 
instead of by regiments or battalions; and also | 
into the propriety of providing arms and accou- | 
trements at the public expense for those liable to 
bear arms; and that they be required to report to | 
this House by bill or otherwise. (Mr. F. subse- 
quently, by unanimous consent, changed the ref- 

erence of the foregoing resolution to a select com- | 





mounted rangers who died while in the line of 
| their duty on the northwestern frontier. 

Mr. EVERETT submitted the following reso- 
lution, which, by a rule of the House, lies on the 
table one day: 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur therein,) That 
when the two Houses of Congress adjourn to- 
morrow, they adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. POLK said it was unusual to adopt a course 
of thiskind. The usage had been for each House, 


during Christmas week, to adjourn to the third || 
day from the day preceding Christmas. He did | 


not expect that the House would do much busi- 
| ness during this week, but he hoped it would do 
some business. 
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Mr. EVERETT said it had been usual, when 
Christmas occurred on Wednesday, to adjourn 
_over to the following Monday. At this stage of 
| the session it was not usual for the House to sit 
| on ar 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
that the resolution lie on the table indefinitely. 
Mr. FOOT suggested that the resolution must, 
according to the rule, lie one day, and claimed the 
enforcement of the rule; but subsequently with- 
drew it, at the request of several members, who 
wished the sense of the House to be taken at once 
upon the adjournment. 
Mr. POLK renewed the call for the application 
| of the rule, and the joint resolution lies aceordingly 
on the table for one day. 









On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and 

justice of granting to the State of Louisiana, in aid 
of internal improvements, the same extent of land 
which has heretofore been granted by Congress to 
other western States, and particularly to the State 
of Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. LEAVITT, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of refunding to James Maley a sum erroneously 
paid by him tothe marshal of the district of Ohio, 

| In the purchase of certain real estate sold by said 
marshal upon an execution issued at the suit of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, cf Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Commit‘ce on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Cambridge, in Guernsey county, Ohio, through 
Liberty in said county, to Piainfield, in Coshocton 
county. 

On motion of Mr. STANDIFER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Dal- 
las, in Hamilton county, Tennessee, to Ashville, 
. ae state of Alabama, passing through Wills’s 

alley. 

a of Mr. CLAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing an agency for the payment 
of pensions at the branch of the Bank of the State 
of Alabama in Decatur. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from 

Wadesboro’, Kentucky, by Humility, to the 
mouth of Sandy, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, of Illinois, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth sec- 

| tions reserved for the use of schools in the State 
of Illinois, in all cases where the same is barren 
and unproductive, and the selection and entry of 
others in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to Morris James, or his legal representatives, com- 

nsation for wood cut and taken away from his 

and by the troops of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of donating to the State of Indiana each alternate 
section heretofore reserved to the United States by 

| the act of March 2, 1827, for the purpose of ensur- 
| ing a speedy completion of the said canal, under a 
provision that, if the same be accepted by the State 
of Indiana, the work shall, after its completion, 
become forever a free and public highway for all 
the citizens of the United States and the trans- 
portation of their property, subject to the collection 
of no higher amount of toll or other charge than 
will be sufficient to keep said canal in proper repair. 
On motion of Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of refunding to Jesse Gove a sum of money paid, in 
| 1814, by mistake to the district attorney for the 
Vermont district, for the use of the United States. 
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On motion of Mr. LYON, of Michigan, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to construct certain 
roads in the Territory of Michigan described ina | 
bill (No. 85) which passed the Senate at the last || 
session of Congress; and aiso, that said committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to survey and mark a 
road, and to cut away the timber and bridge the | 
streams on the same from Taginaw to Mackinac, 
and thence to the Sault Sainte Marie, in Michigan | 
Testers . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- | 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of © 
Joseph Byington.. | 

Mr BOULDIN, from the Committee on Revo- | 
lutionary Claims, reported bills for the relief of the || 
legal representatives of George Herbert, and of | 
the heirs-at-law of Richard Wilson. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the same, re- | 

orted bills for therelief of Dr. Robert Wilmot and | 
ohedion Whitaker. . 

Mr. CRANE, from the same, reported a bill for | 
the relief of Mary Anne Brooks, and other heirs- | 
at-law of Daniel Reeves. 

Mr. GRENNELL, of Massachusetts, 
a bill for the relief of Asa Wilkinson. 

Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the | 
relief of Daniel Payne. 

Mr. McINTIRE reported a bill for the relief of 
Laurentius M. Hyler. | 

Mr. MARSHALL, from the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Claims, reported bills for the relief | 
of the legal representatives of Capiain Thomas 
Blackwell, and for the administrators of Michael 
Pratts. | 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, from the Committee on || 
Pensions, reported a bill granting pensions to cer- || 
tain persons therein named. i) 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill for the | 
relief of J. Dutee and others. 

All which bills were read twice and committed. | 

The SPEAKER presented the following mes- | 
sage from the President of the United States: 


Wasuineton, December 23, 1833. | 
To the House of Representatives: 


The rules and regulations herewith submitted | 
have been prepared by a board of officers, in con- | 
formity with an act passed May 19,1832. They | 
are approved by me; and, in pursuance of the | 
provisions of said act, are now communicated to || 
the House of Representatives for the purpose of | 
obtaining to them the sanction of Congress. ] 

ANDREW JACKSON. | 

The said message, on motion of Mr. WAT- || 
MOUGH, withthe accompanying documents, was || 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and | 
ordered to be printed. | 

The SPEAKER also presented a report from | 
Robert Mills, in relation to the recent alteration 1 
made in the House of Representatives; which, on || 
motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, was referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildings. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


The House resumed the consideration of the | 
motion to recommit the report of the Secretary || 
of the Treasury to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means—the question being on the following in- | 
structions, moved by Mr. MeDUFFIE: | 

‘To report a joint resolution providing that the | 
public revenue hereafter collected be deposited in 
the Bank of the United States, in conformity with | 
= — faith pledged in the charter of the said | 

ank. 


Mr. McDUFFIE said the only substantial 
ound alleged by the Secretary of the Treasury 
or the removal of the deposites he would now | 
proceed to consider. It was a ground which, if. 
founded in fact, was entitled to the serious consid- 
eration of this House. The Secretary alleged 
that the curtailments of the bank made this step 
80 necessary that he could not wait two months 
for the meeting of Congress. Mr. McD. insisted | 
that the ground taken was not founded in fact. 
The whole amount of the reduction in the circula- | 
tion of the bank, from the first of August to the first 
of October, was, in fact, only one million and 
sixteen thousand dollars. But the Secretary has 


| 
| 


reported | 

















THE CONGR. 


| informed us that the amount of the reductions, or, | of the bank, they were enabled to continue their 


| of six millions of dollars. 


|| of transporting specie. 








as the Secretary called them, ‘* of collections from 
the community,’’ during that time, was upwards 
The document, there- 


fore, speaking technically, or in the language of | 
common sense, was a gross imposition on the pub- || 


lic. The Secretary had arrived at this result by 
alleging that the amount of deposites received by 


the bank was equivalent to a withdrawal of so 


much money from the circulation of the bank. 


| The actual amount of discounts on the first of 


August was $43,237,000, and on the first of Octo- 


| ber, $42,221,000; so that this extraordinary reduc- 
| tion, which produced so much distress, was only 


$1,016,000. The actual amount of capital taken 
from the vaults of the bank, within the same time, 
was $8,000,000; for the threat to take it away 
rendered it necessary for the bank to be prepared 
to pay it. The domestic bills discounted by the 
bank were not actually loans. They were bought 
by the bank, and paid at maturity, tor the accom- 
modation of the community, and to save the time 
On.no commercial princi- 
ple, therefore, could the diminution in the amount 
of these bills be considered as a diminution of the 
circulation. He had seen it stated in the Govern- 
ment press of this morning that the bank, from 


the first of August to the present time, had dimin- | 
ished its circulation twelve millions of dollars. | 
But the fact was, that, to this time from the first | 
of August, the diminution of its circulation had || 
been only four millions and a half of dollars; and || 
adding to this amount the diminution in bills of | 


exchange, it was less than ten millions, a sum but 
little exceeding the amount drawn by the Govern- 
ment from the bank. 


The Secretary next accuses the bank of hoard- | 


ing up specie—of accumulating a large amount of 
specie, which the Secretary infers was drawn from 
the State banks. 


ensued from the curtailments of the bank, still the 


|| Executive was entirely answerable for it. He had 
never read, in his life,a more unfair, uncandid, | 


and jesuitical statement than that, by which it was 
attempted to throw the responsibility of the pres- 


ent pressure upon the bank. After reading the || 


passage referred to, he adverted to the declaration 
of the President, made by public manifesto, in 
September, that the deposites ought to be removed 
as soon as practicable, and fixes for that purpose 
the first day of October. Yet the Secretary says 
the bank should not have taken the removal for 
granted. They should have come to him, to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, for information as 
to this fact. 


he, if applied to, have given any information coun- 


ter to that communicated in. the manifesto? ‘The |' 
bank, he insisted, ought, in common prudence, to 


consider the deposites as removed as soon as the 
manifesto of the Executive was published. 
McD. then referred to the charge that the bank 


had violated its charter in not requiring the con- | 


currence of seven directors in every act. Why 


was not the scire fucias issued on this charge? | 
Why, he believed that not one respectable lawyer || 


in the United States would be fouftd to bring the 
suit. ‘The board of directors constituted the lagiat 
lature of the bank, but the president and certain 
committees were the executive authority of the 
bank. It was not necessary that any act author- 
ized by the board should be performed in the pres- 
ence of and with the assent of the board. The 
President of the United States, he imagined, would 
not consent to decline the exercise of all Execu- 
tive authority which had not the concurrence of 
Congress. But it was said that the Government 
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But if the fact were true which || 
| the Secretary alleges, and if ail the suffering had 


But who was the Secretary of the | 
Treasury? Mr. Duane held the office, and would || 


Mr. | 
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| discounts to the amount of six milliona; the Gev- 
| ernment was released from responsibility, and the 
|| certificates came into the hands of the bank. In 
| fact, the bank, by this arrangement, expedited in- 
stead of retarded the payment of the debt. The 
bank paid the interest of the stock to the Goyern- 
| ment; the Government lost nothing, and the bank 
| had now paid the whole amount of the certificates 
|| to the holders, and had at the same time averted 
| from the community a pressure as severe and as 
| extensive as the present. For what purpose this 
|| charge was brought up again he could not tell, 
| but it served to show the spirit in which the bank 
|| Was persecuted. 
| _ On the subject of the charge against the bank, 
| founded on the demand made by the bank upon 
| the Government for damages on a bill of exchange 
| drawn by the Government on France, purchased 
|| by the bank and protested, he stated that the bank 
| in this transaction stood to the Government pre- 
‘| cisely as an individual purchaser of a bill, and 
|| were exposed to the same loss and inconvenience 
'| by its protest, as an individual purchaser would 
‘| have been. The Government itself had always 
|| most rigidly exacted damages to the full legal 
'| amount, whether inconvenience had been suffered 
or not. Yet the Government had the audacity to 
charge the bank with stabbing the public credit, 
| whereas the Government itself had stabbed the 
public credit by refusing to pay its just debts. The 
Government alleges that the money was deposited 
in the bank to the whole amount paid for the 
draft, and that the bank had, therefore, the use of 
|| it. But this was an assertion not founded in fact. 
| Congress provided by law, that the money should 
be deposited in the bank, and appropriated to 
loans for the use of the distributees of the fund. 
| Hlecame next to the charge that the bank had 
conferred upon its president the power of printing 
certain documents. He was astonished that the 
President, of all others, should have made this 
charge. By a law of last session an unlimited 
power—the disposition of the whole wealth and 
| revenue of the country—was placed in the hands 
|| of the President at his own special instance. He 
could not match this inconsistency with anything 
but with another Dutch story; he had got in the 
habit of relating Dutch stories; they were so very 
| apposite, at the present time, as affording illustra- 
tions of Dutch wisdom. Buthe would not locate 
this story, like the other, at Kinderhook, lest some 
|| question might arise upon it. In acertain Dutch 
|| village, there was once upon a time, as all old 
|, Stories Legin,a certain lottery to be drawn, having 
many blanks and few prizes. In the revolving of 
the wheel before the assembled crowds interested 
in such event, dame fortune, who presided, show- 
ered her favors upon but few. There were more 
| blanks than prizes. This was felt a great grievance, 
until at length, the public excitement getting to the 
highest pitch, a large bully mounted the platform 
|| upon which the wheel was placed, with the inten- 
tion of ornate it allto smashes, because, as he 
_ said, ‘'de whole bushness war a piece of willain- 
ous cheatrery’’—when up starts one of the mana- 
gers, before he had time to put his threats into 
| execution, and exclaimed to him, “ Softly, sofily, 
-my good friend; do you know what this is in my 
'| hand for you?’’ The honest Dutchman said, “* No, 
|| hedid not.”” ‘* Why, then,’’ said the other, ** "tis 
'|a large prize for you.’’ ‘Oh, then,” on second 
| , thought, responded the Dutchman, *‘ this cannot be 
|| a willainous piece of cheatrery; it is as fair a thing 
|asever was.’’ The President complains of the 
| power vested in the president of the bank as sub- 
| versive of the liberty of the country, but when he 
| himself takes the exercise of a power ten thousand 





directors were excluded from all participation in || times greater, he says ‘* it is as faira thing as ever 
the proceedings of the bank. He wentintoastate- || was.’’ The charge was, that the bank had ex- 
ment of the ordinary management of the bank, to || pended so much for printing—but, in fact, only 
show that the proceedings of the exchange.com- || $46,000 of the sum stated wag for printing—the 
mittee were duly reported to the board, and that || remainder being for blank books, bank notes, &c. 
no act of that committee could be consummated || He mentioned this warely to show that the state- 
without the knowledge of every member of the || mentof the Peseery could not be relied upon. He 
board. The Government directors could see the || wished to God that the President, as the represent- 
whole proceedings of that committee on the books || ative of the Government interest in the bank, had 


before their consummation. The old matter of || discharged his duties as well as the presideni.of the 
the three per cents. had been again looked up, as || bank. His daily and nightly effort been to de- 
a charge against the bank. in that case the Sek _ stroy the institution; and it waegrently to the credit 


stepped in to avert a pressure which the Govern- 
ment was about to produce. By the arrangement 





of the bank that it had withstood the whole combi- 
nation of the Government—stockjobbers and ali. 














—- 


Any other institution would have fallen under the 

assault. The Bank of the United States is the only 
institution which stands safe amidst the general 
shock produced by the course of the Government, 
and yet the President had denounced it last _ 
as an uneafe depository for the public money. The 
bank, too, had made a generous use of ite power; 
for he was told that it had assisted to preserve the | 
banks in ite vicinity from entire destruction. The 
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was a humbug. Ay, sir, these were the words; 

but to him it was a most melancholy humbug. 
Was there any man now in his senses to join in 
that opinion? Who now would say that the re- | 
moval of the deposites had not something to do | 
with the distress overspreading the land? a 





presumed no man would have the audacity now to 
say 80, for any picture of that distress must fall 
short of its sad reality. Even he himself, until he 


bank, too, was charged with interfering with elec- po various letters from different sections of the 


tions. The charge was, that the bank, from the 
first of January, 1831, to May, 1832, had increased 
ite loans from forty-two to seventy millions of dol- || 
lare—making an increase of twenty-eight millions 
in sixteen months. But this statement was, he || 
contended, a gross, and he was sorry to say, an || 
intentional misrepresentation. On the first of Jan- | 
vary the amount of discounts was thirty-three mil- || 
lions. On the firet of May they had increased to || 
forty-seven millions—being an increase of fourteen 
millions. This was put forth as a crime against } 
the bank. But the Secretary of the Treasury had, || 
in suppressing some facts, which must have been || 
known to him, left himself open to the charge of || 
wilfully attempting to impose upon the Congress || 
and the country; ee he had known that, by vari- 

ous means, the collecting of its debts, and repay- 
ments from England, the bank had increased the | 


country, could not have formed any idea of its 
|extent. And this, he contended, would not be 


|| finally increase, and find its way into the country 


| the last four weeks a further difference had been | 


confined, as was alleged, to the cities only; it must 


at large—as one class of the country could not be 
affected by commercial distress, without all the 
others feeling it, and most sensibly too. That the 
effect of the commercial distress on the South had 
already been felt he could testify. The crop of 
cotton, when brought to market, had borne in 
Charleston, as compared with the prices in Liv- 
erpool, a loss of five cents per pound. What pro- 
duced this difference? Nothing else assuredly 
than the scarcity of money; in consequence of 
which the usual purchasers of this article were 
disabled from entering into the market; and within | 





made of at least twocents. With the knowledge 





cash in ite vaults, during that same period, to nearly | 
eleven millione—and yet he urges as a complaint, | 


* that the bank had increased its discounts from || others. Did they not know that great losses had 


of this, as to one important interest, he might pre- 
dict that the same result would be produced in | 
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Mr. BELL, on leave given, introduced a bill for 


the relief of Caleb Stark; which was twice read, 
| and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
| Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, to which was referred the memorial 
| of the Legislature of Missouri praying for a grant 
of jands, reported adverse to the prayer of the 
petitioners. 

Mr. SPRAGUE, on leave given, presented a 
bill for the relief of Ebenezer Roberts; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices, reported two bills for the relief of John 
Chalender and William Johnson, and Thomas 
| Rhoads and Jeremiah Austen. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, on leave given ,introduced 
a bill for the relief of Calvin Smith; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

‘ Mr. KENT submitted the following joint reso- 
| lution: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


|| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
|| (two thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the 


following article be proposed to the Legislatures 

of the several States as an amendment to the Con- 

| stitution of the United States, which, when rati- 

| fied by three fourths of said Legislatures, shall be 
| valid as part of the Constitution. 

When a bill which, having passed the Senate 


forty-two to seventy millions.’’ So the extraordi- arisen to the dealers interested in stocks of the || and House of Representatives, ehall be returned 


nary increase of discounts turns out to be nothing 
more than the exchange of one debtor for another; || 
and, besides, the bank was able to discount more } 
than the actual amount of the money thus repaid || 
to it. Another consideration was, that the year | 
1831 was one of most excessive importation, and 

although there was an unprecedented amount of | 
commercial debt created, there was, through the 
wise administration of the bank, no ruinous reac- 
tion or depression. The bank eased everything 
down quietly and safely. The merchants got 


| 








through the crisis with ease, and in spite of all 
emer refused to fail or become embarrassed. 

he main proof brought by the President and his 
Secretary in support of the charge of interfering 
with elections was this increase of discounts. 
They could imagine no other reason for the increase 
than an attempt to defeat his election. Most hor- 
ribly must that intellect be perverted which could 
see in such a measure nothing but a desire to 
interfere in a presidential election. 

He had now gone through with all the charges 
against the bank, and he called upon Congress to 
interfere and save the country from the distresses 
impending over it. Shall we not interfere to stop | 
the extending ruin? We are called upon by every 
consideration connected with the liberties of the | 
people to arrest the arbitrary arm of the Execu- | 
tive. Where is the public treasure? No man can 
teli where it is. By what authority has it been 
taken out of the Treasury? No man can answer. 
Then let us tell the Secretary of the Treasury, if 
he attempts to forestall our proceedings, he shall 
not accomplish his object. hy had the Presi- 
dent removed the deposites before the meeting of 
Congress? Because he knew that he could not 
persuade Congress to do it, though he might induce | 
them to confirm the act after it was done. The 
President, as a military man, knows the effect of | 
throwing himself into a breach and crying to his 
followers, ‘‘ Save hon general.” The Executive | 
Government had thrust itself into this matter in 
such a manner as almost to preclude any action 
upon our part. We could not now, without pro- 
ducing great embarrassments, interfere by ordering 
the deposites, already withdrawn from the United 
States Bank, to be restored to it; and he had, 
therefore, confined his object to the future deposite 





of all public money in that bank. The instruc- 
tions to the committeé for the restoration of the 
deposites, he desired now to have only a prospect- 
ive effect, in order to avert the ruin which would 
ensue from their being suddenly withdrawn from 
the State banks. He knew that the picture drawn 
of the calamities all over the country would be 
said to have been too highly colored. It was, in 
fact, said the otherWay, ¥ an honorable member 
from New York, [Mr, Vanperroer,] that the 
removal had nothing to do with these 
that all that was 


amities— 
id about commercial distress, 


State banks, even in some of the favored ones? || by the President of the United States, with his 
Was there not in the Girard bank stock a decline || objections, upon the reconsideration thereof, a 





He would conclude by asking, what would be 
| 


from 70 to 54? And yet they were to be told | 
there was no commercial distress in consequence | 
of the scarcity of money. But if there was such | 
a depreciation in the value of this bank stock, | 
must it not be apparent that the stock of others 
would also become depreciated? From what cause | 
| could such depreciation arise, if it was not from | 
| the panic created in consequence of the absurd 
and wicked interference with the monetary insti- 
tutions? 


the end of this? He would not say. The object 
of all these measures, if not retraced, must be to 
make a sacrifice of the interests of all the indus- 
trious classes in the country for the sole benefit of 
speculators and stockjobbers. For them there 
was a full harvest to be reaped. The speculating 
broker and rapacious money-vender would have 
every opportunity afforded them to prey upon the 
necessities of those who were the main dependence 
of the country. These meritorious classes must 


| be depressed, whilst others would rise upon their | 


necessities to princely fortunes. To those per- 


| majority of all the members elected to each House 
| shall again pass such bill, notwithstanding the 

objections of the President, it shall become a law, 
| and the requisition of two thirds in such case, 


|| according to the existing Constitution is revoked. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. KING, came up for consideration, and was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing so much of the law relative to brevet rank as 

| authorizes the President to confer that rank on 
| — who shall have served ten years in any one 
e. 
The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. PRENTISS, was considered and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a postroutefrom Bethel, 
through Stockbridge, Pittsfield, and Windsor, to 
Rutland, in Vermont. 








measures of the Government, and speculating on 
| their effect, had hoped to gain by depreciating the 
United States Bank stock, it was some consolation 
that they would be disappointed; for whilst the 
| State bank stock had, in many instances, fallen, 
| the other had advanced; the bank was too strong 
for them. Mr. McD., after deprecating at some 
length the ruinous consequences that would fol- 
low, as a consequence of the late measures, in 
connecting the Executive with the finance power of 
the country, concluded by calling upon the House 
to interpose its power, before it became too late to 
do so, to wrest impending ruin from the country. 
Mr. POLK then rose and moved an adjourn- 
ment, which was carried. 








And the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 24, 1833. 

Am was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of A. J. Donexson, 
Beg his Private Secretary. 

etitions- and memorials were presented b 


Messrs. HENDRICKS, TOMLINSON, KIN 
. Be et hvces verte oem LINN, and SHEP- 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave given, introduced 
bills for the relief of Noah Stehley and George 
Stehley; which were read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee to 
whom was referred the bill for the relief of Elihu 
Hall Bay, reported the same without amendment. 


sons, however, who, if connected with the recent | 


nade 


The resolution of Mr. ROBBINS, directing the 
Library Committee to procure a bust of the late 
Chief Justice Ellsworth, to be executed by an 
American artist, was considered and agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Mountjoy Bailey was 
| read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

A joint resolution was received from the House 
of Representatives foran adjournment of Congress 
till Monday next, 

Mr. KANE moved to concur in the resolution. 

Mr. CLAY opposed it on account of the unusual 
pressure of business. 

The motion was lost on a division—18 to 17. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN then moved that 
when the Senate adjourns, it will adjourn to meet 
again on Thursday next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making a grant of land to the widow and heirs of 
the late Felix St. Vrain, who was killed by the 
Indians in the late disturbance in the northwest. 

On motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, in which they were engaged till the hour of 
adjournment. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespar, December 24, 1833. 

The House suspended the rule for the purpose 

of taking up the joint resolution submitted yester- 

day by Mr. EVERETT, that when the House 

adjourned, it should adjourn over to Monday next. 





1833. 


After some opposition from Mr. CLAY, who 
moved to postpone the third reading until Satur- 
day, the motion was rej » and the resolution 
was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; was engrossed, finally passed, and 
gent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Subsequently a m was received from the 
Senate, informing the House that the Senate had 
not concurred in the resolution for a temporary 
adjournment, 

r. EVERETT moved that when the House 
adjoarned this day, it should adjourn uatil Friday 
next, which motion did not, he said, require the 
concurrence of the Senate. Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HATHAWAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
Daniel Brown the amount certified to be due to 
him by a jury in a suit instituted against him by 
the United States. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, by the rule of the House, lies one 
day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the report of Major 
Bache, of the corps of Topographical Engineers, 
of his survey and estimate of the Williamsport 
and Elmira railroad, in the States of Pennsylva- 
nia and New York. 


On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the harbor at W ig- 
ton’s Point, near the mouth of the Twenty-mile 
creek, Erie county, Pennsylvania, and that the 
Secretary of War be directed to furnish to this 
House a copy of the report of a survey made by 
the United States engineer at said point. 

Mr. PINCKNEY submitted the following reso- 
lutions; which lie one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, if not 
incompatible, in his opinion, with the public in- 
terest, a copy of the instructionsgiven to our Min- 
ister at Madrid, relative to the trade between the 
United States and the islands of Cuba and Puerto 
Rico, and such informatian as may be in his pos- 
session touching the prospect of an abolition by 
the Spanish Government of the discriminating 
duties referred to in his message. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to 
cause to be laid before this House a statement of 
the discriminating duties levied upon American 
vessels in the islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico, 
and also of the duties now imposed by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States upon articles im- 
ported from those islands. 


On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Dur- 
hamsville, in Tipton county, Tennessee, to Ash- 
port, in said county of Tipton. 

On motion of Mr. KINNARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route as fol- 
lows, viz: continuing the present route from Rich- 
mond, via Newcastle, Pendleton, and Strawtown, 
from the latter place to Kirk’s Cross Roads, in the 
State of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Al- 
bion, by Fairfield, Malding’s Mills, and Mount 
Vernon, to Nashville, in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. DUNCAN submitted the following reso- 

lution; which, according to a rule, lies one day on 
the table: 
_ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to communicate to this House whether 
‘any attempts have been made to evade the revenue 
laws of the United States by the introduction of 
lead in 56 pound weights, in statues, or any other 
form, and whéther any further legislation be ne- 
cessary to protect the revenie and the manufac- 
turer of lead, 

On motion of Mr. MARDIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
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fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Selma, via Valley Creek Seulement, Weaver’s | 
Store, to Marion, Perry county, Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

Resotved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- | 
creasing the salary of the sub-agent to the Choctaw 
Indians west of the Mississippi river. 

On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post routes | 
in indiana. to wit: From Connersville, in Fayette 
county, to Louisville, in Henry county; from New 
Castle to Munceytown; from Brownsville, by Phil- 
omith, to Centteville; from Richmond, by Win- 
chester and Mississiniwe, to Fort Wayne; and | 
from Oxford, in Ohio, by Fairfield and West | 
Union, to Rushville, in Indiana. 


Mr. H. EVERETT submitted the following 
resolution; to lie one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed | 
to communicate to this House the names,and places | 
where employed, of the superintendent of Indian | 
affairs, Indian agents, and sub-agents, interpreters, | 
and clerks, and all other persons now in the em- | 
ploy of the United States in the Indian department; | 
the salary and emoluments of each; by whom ap- | 
pointed; the dates of their appointments, with a | 
reference to the treaty, law, or authority under | 
which they were appointed; and his opinion | 
whether a part of said agencies may not be dis- | 
continued without prejudice to the public service. | 

On motion of Mr. GILLET, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land | 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to Amos W. Brown, of St. Lawrence | 
county, in the State of New York, a warrant for | 
bounty land, to which he was entitled as a Cana- | 
dian volunteer during the late war, and that the | 
petition presented by him at the last session of 
Congress, together with the report of the Commit- | 
tee of Claims, be referred to said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed, | 
to be called the Committee on Patents granted for 
Useful Inventions. 

On motion of Mr. HARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
Instructed co inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for constructing a breakwater in 
the Niagara river, near Youngstown, in the State | 
of New York. 

Mr. PAGE submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested | 
to transmit to this House the report and drawings 
of the survey of the New York and Erie railroad, 
made under the direction of De Witt Clinton, Esq., | 
United States civil engineer, in 1832. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported bills for the 
relief of Wyatt Singleton, and James Andrews, | 
and others, 

Mr. NICHOLSON reported a bill for the relief 
of John McClenahan. 

Mr. CASEY, for the relief of Richard Max. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, for the relief of John | 


} 








Polhemus. . 
Mr. EVANS, for the relief of James B. Folsom 
and others. 
All which bilis were read twice, and committed. 


Mr. CARR, of Indiana, from the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims, reported a bili for the relief | 
of Baptiste Jean Sonne; which bill was read a first | 

| and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
| Whole House, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill granting lands ir the 
Western Reserve to the State of Ohio for the sup- 
port of certain schools; which was read twice, | 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on | 

Monday next. , 

The SPEAKER presented to the Housea com- 
munication and some accounts from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, Also, a communication from the 

| War Department, with a survey of the White and 
| St. Francis rivers, Arkansas, as ordered by the 


| 






| 

| : : oo 
olution, so as to give it the form of an inquiry. 
| 
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House; which were appropriately referred, and 
ordered to be printed, — . : 

The resolutions for inquiry heretofore offered 
were severally considered and adopted. 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Sen- 
DEN, relative to the sinking fund, was taken up 
for consideration. 

Mr. POLK suggested a modification of the rea- 





Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that the exisii 
laws on the subject of the sinki 


al 


fund made 


|| the provisions required by his colleague, except 


one. Mr. C, stated what were the existing laws, 
on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. W HITTLESEY, the reso- 
lution was laid on the table on account of the ab- 


|| sence of the mover. 


The following etgropeed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Archibald Small. 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of George Chinn. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Sherfey. 
> A bill for the relief of the heirs of widow Robert 

vart. 

A bill for the retief of Thomas Richardson. 

A bill for the relief of William S. Anderson. 

A bill for the relief of George H. Jennings. 

A bill for the relief of James H. Brewer. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Morrison, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John Thomson. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Bagnall, executor 
of J. B. Vaughn. 

A bill for the relief of Whitford Gill. 

A bill for the relief of Peregrine Gardner. 

A bill for the relief of Edward Willett. 

A bill for the reiief of Jonathan Lincoln, admin- 
istrator of Samuel Lincoln, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John H. Maguire. 

A bill for the relief of Russell Hunt, David 
Hunt, and Amos Hunt. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey. 

A bill for the relief of John Bills. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and Wil- 
liam Palmer. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Harper. 

A bill for the relief of Martha Bailey and 
others. 

On motion of Mr. WARD, the House then ad- 
journed. 





The select committee on the militia, consists of 
Messrs. Hussaarp, Lon, Beare, Gairrin, Prvum- 
mer, McCarry, Butt, Granam, and Anrnonr. 


[The following ew and resolution was 
submitted in the House of Representatives on 
| Monday last, by Mr. HANNEGAN, of Indiana, 
| but on the suggestion of Mr. MERCER, the pre- 
| amble was withdrawn, (it being unusual upon sub- 
jects of inquiry.) The resolution was adopted. It 
| 1s now republished, together with the preamble, 


|, in order toa more full understanding of the objects 


of the mover.] 
| Whereas by an act of Congress, approved May 
| 26, 1824, the State of Indiana was ‘‘ authorized to 
| survey and mark through the public lands of the 
United States, the route of a canal by which.to 
connect the navigation of the waters of the river 
Wabash with those of Lake Erie;”’ and under 
certain provisions in said act stipulated, 90 feet of 
Jand on each side of said canal were reserved from 
sale and the use thereof vested in the State afore- 
said for a. canal, and for no other purpose what- 
ever; and whereas by a subsequent act of Com 
gress, approved the 21 of Maree 1827, there was 
emia ie the au State of Indiana, fos the pur- 
of aiding her ‘‘ in,op a to unite at 
mera ores he coaresre op Ween Se 
with those o e Erie,’’ aquantity o 
to one half ea sions widih on ae 
of said canal, and at the same time reservi 
alternate section tothe United Pinten, 99 be sel 
y the Commissioner of the Land Office, under 
the direction of the President, from one end thereof 
to the other, with a proviso that said canal, when 
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coripleted, ** should be, and forever eee 
lic highway for the use of the Government of the 
United States, free from any toll or other charge | \ 
for any property of the United States or persons || public domain, the richest that ever fell to the lot 
in their service passing through the same,’’ and a | of any nation on earth, had been threatened with 
further proviso ‘*that the canal should be com- | sacrifice. Our currency had been menaced with 
menced by said State within five, and completed || disorder and confusion. The American system, 
within twenty-five years.” Now, therefore, as || at the last session of Congress, had only been 
the State of Indiana has accepted the grant, and || snatched from destruction, and now we have been 
in good faith commenced the execution of the work || coolly told, by the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
under all the provisions of the several acts referred || a tariff only for the protection of our industry 
to, and the same is a work entirely national in its | was to be abandoned. If the progress of innova- 
character, and its completion an object of general || tion should continue unarrested to the year 1837, 
interest— we shall, in a little term of years, less than that 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | employed in the achievement of our independence, 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency || have changed our Government. He did not desire 
of donating to the State of Indiana each alternate || to give an undue coloring to the melancholy pic- 
section heretofore reserved to the United States || ture, for melancholy it was, but he would implore 
by the act of March 2, 1827, for the purpose of | the people of the country and the Senate calmly 
ensuring a speedy completion of the said canal, || to view it and to apply the remedy which the 
under a proviso thet if the same be accepted by the || emergency seemed to require. It was not the 
State of Indiena the work shall, after its comple- || least unpleasant symptom prevailing abroad that 
tion, become forever a freeand public highway for || good men of all parties were giving themselves up 
all the citizens of the United States, and the trans- || to no er Feelings of distrust and want 
portation of their property, subject to the collec- || of confidence were prevailing; he hoped, however, 
tion of no higher amount of toll or charge than || that spirits and confidence would revive. There 
will be sufficient to keep the said canal in proper || was room for patriotic vigor, none for despair. If 
repair. our ancestors had yielded to despair we would 
|mever have attained that liberty which we are 

IN SENATE. | now enjoying. It was in the memorable years 

Tuvrspay, December 26, 1833. _1776-'77 that our country was covered with dark- 

. : . nese; it was a most remarkable epoch, and re- 

A bill for the relief of Mountjoy Bailey wasread | markably similar to the present time. He would 

a third time, and, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, | observe, that this day fifty-seven years ago, a 
laid on the table. ; | man who was most truly called the Father of his 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | Country, had achieved a most glorious victory— 


= eh tee | aad Public Lands in striking coincidence; but he had gone; and let 


eee ; || us hope that the superintending Power which con- 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of |  vituted to that result will interpose some happy 
making @ grant of land to the widow a = - || deliverarfce from the dangers with which our 
the late Felix St. Vrain, who ae h y the | country seems threatened. When (said Mr. C.) 
Indians in the late disturbance in the northwest. || W» assembled here this time last year, the most 

PUBLIC DEPOSITES. } dreadful forebodings had entered the public mind. 
The VICE PRESIDENT having announced || On one side civil war appeared to be impending, 
the orders of the day to be the consideration of the || and on the other we seemed threatened with the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the || immediate destruction of our most cherished policy. 
removal of the deposites, ig pooned ae. te amore these vatemnities, 

Mr. CLAY said, as he was desirous of avoiding | &nd he would be wotully disappointed if those 
any interruption upon the question of order, he || Who then differed from us and were mistaken in 
would submit the following resolutions; their views, shall pot now be found among the 

1. Resolved, That, by dismissing the late Secre- || poveenes in arene 9 ete ee Executive 
tary of the Treasury because he would not, con- || eMcroachment. Up to the period of the termina- 
wary to his sense of his own duty, remove - || Con oo last To ses ee Seer a 
money of the United States in deposite with the | Congress over the ury 0 
Bank of the United States and its branches, in | never been contested. : 
conformity with the President's opinion; and by || Among the earliest acts of Congress, in Septem- 
appointing his successor to effect such removal, |' ber, 1780, was a ee to guard the public 
which has been done, the President has assumed | Treasury. He begged leave to call the attention of 
the exercise of a power over the prey of the | me pas for Sa wien ae ~ Sy Depart 
United States not granted to him by the Constitu- | !t was ** An act to esta e Treasury art- 
tion and laws, and dangerous to the liberties of | ment, and was altogether unlike any of the acts 
the people. | placing the other Departments under the Executive 

2. Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the | direction. [Here Mr. C. read extracts at length 
Secretary of the Treasury for the ee fens |, from een eeneene maa a of _ 
money of the United States deposited in the Ban resent Bank of the Uni es there was 
of the United States and its branches, communi- | poy designated by law for keeping the money 
cated to Congress on the third day of December, || of the United States, for the clause in the present 
1833, are unsatisfactory a myer I] come nthe Trensucy ee ee am 

‘The resolutions being before the Senate ank. , 

Mr. CLAY said, ware in the midst of a revo- | took to be that place where the moneys of the 
lution, which, although bloodless, yet we are rap- | people were kept—the buildings erected for that 
idly advancing to aconcentration of all the powers | purpose was the Treasury. By designating the 
of Government in the hands of one man. By the | Bank of the United States and its branches as the 
exercise of the powers assumed by the President | depository of the public moneys, Congress had 
of the United States in his letter to his Cabinet, | pate the net a peanaien, for eaene being, 
the powers of Congress are paralyzed, except || the Treasury of the United States. Sir, said he, 
where they are in ecupibiincl with his own will. \t ty of tt 2 
These powers he had arc. in re song oe | _ “> anata: aS, sone a aneme _ mg 
stances, by withholding his signature from bills || first time by the President of the Unt ates. 
involving be constitutional questions, which had || Prior to the last session the President appointed 





been violated, and the privileges of the aborigines 
of our soil had been trampled in the dust. Our 








been passed by both Houses, and even where || an agent to scrutinize and examine into the affairs 


that had been done by the most unusual unanim- | of the Bank of the United States. That agent 
ity. The power of thé Senate, which was in- | diligently and faithfully performed his duty, and 
terided by the Constitution as a most salutary | reported that the treasure of the country was per- 
control over the President, had become an idle |, fectly safe in its guardianship. But the President 
ceremony. How often (said Mr. C.) have we || was not yet satisfied, and threw out opinions in 
felt the injustice of the power of removal. How | his next message which induced the ere: 
often have we said among ourselves that the office || of a committee, who made a most am and 
could not remain vacant, but must be filled by | laborious investigation, and reported, as the result, 
some one. The powers of the judiciary, too, had t that the moneys were safe, and the report was 
not escaped the orton | rage for innovation— || followed by a resolution of Congress to that effect. 
the sanctity of treaties had been disregarded. In || After all this, who could have supposed that a 


ub- || our relations with the Indians their rights had 
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change would have been ordered? 


Dec. 26, 








h pposed that sixty days bef eee amg 
ave su at sixty days before the meetin 
of Con the President vf the United Sate 
would have ordered a removal of the deposites 
from the Bank of the United States? Who would 
have dreamed that the Treasurer of the United 
States should have thrown away the key, over 
which Con and he alone had the control, 
and selected some dozens of keys of treasuries, 
over which Congress had nocontrol? Yetall this 
had been done! If we could suppose that the 
Chief Magistrate desired to possess unlimited con- 
trol over the Treasury of the country, (hesuspect- 
ing no such thing of the President, but weeeseeg 
such a thing,) what would hedo? He would first 
throw out suspicions that the moneys of the coun- 
try were not safe, and finally sieze hold of them, 
and sa oy were not safe there, but they are 
rfe y e in my hands. And now all this 
aving been done, it became the solemn duty of 
the Senate to inquire, Ist, by whose authority it 
had been done; and 2d, if the act was done in 
accordance with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. There was one thing, however, 
in which Mr. C. could agree with the President 
of the United States, and that was in regard to the 


| extracts from the paper read by the President to 
the Cabinet.] In his view, Mr. C. said, the bank 
was as nothing compared with the principles in- 
volved. However faithful it had been in the per- 
| formance of its duties, (and he believed it had been 
perfectly so,) however successful it had been in 
regulating and establishing a sound currency, and 
in promptly meeting all its engagements, and 
intimately as the best interests of the country were 
blended with its prosperity, yet all these were of 
minor importance in comparison with the Execu- 
tive power assumed by the President in that paper. 
This assumption affects the very existence and 


importance of this question. [Here Mr.C. read 


| 


order, by whose command, it had been done. 


control of the Government in its grasping at the 
public purse of the country. 

_ Entertaining these views he should not, to-day, 
examine into the reasons of the President or Sec- 
retary for the removal of the deposites. For, if 
the Secretary was clothed with no power to do the 
act, no matter how urgent the necessity for it might 
seem, no reasons could justify the commission of 
an unconstitutional and an illegal act. The first 
question, then, which presented itself was, by 
whose decision the removal had been made? And 
was there any man here, within reach of his voice, 
who required proof of that? It was a matter of 
universal notoriety. Did any man doubt that it 
was done by the President of the United States? 
The President himself had furnished conclusive 
evidence of thg fact. Although he had refused 
the Senate a copy of the paper, yet it had been 
given to the world, and Mr. C. hoped that Sen- 
ators would avail themselves of all it contained, and 
he believed it would be conclusive. That was a 
| paper of a most extraordinary character. The 
Constitution of the United States admits that calls 
may be made upon the heads of Departments in 
writing; but the President, not satisfied with the 
power given to him in the Constitution, reads a 
| paper to his Cabinet, with a view to indoctrinate 
them into his views and principles. It was the 
first time a paper had been read to the Cabinet and 
published to the world; it was a most unprece- 
dented proceeding. Those in power seemed 
inclined to hold their opponents in contempt; but 
| although disregarding them, yet they seemed dis- 
| posed to retreat behind the influence of precedent 
| when it was sufficient toavailthem. Buthe would 
inquire again, who had transferred the public 





|| the safety of this treasure or the public deposites || deposites of the country from the place where 


| Congress declared they should be kept to places 
| where Congress as especially declared they should 
not be kept? And here he would tell gentlemen 
that he was not to be amused with a reply that it 
| was by an order signed R. B. Taney. ie did not 
‘look to the hangman as sacoumneble 

tion of death, but to the tribunal sanctioning it; 

not to who removed the deposites, but by whdes 


for the inflic- 


After reading the following extract from the 
paper read by the President to his Cabinet: 

‘¢ In the remarks he has made on this all-import- 
‘ant question, he trusts the Secretary of the 
‘ Treasury wili see only the frank and 
* declarations of the opinions which the President 


1833. 


thas formed on a measure of great national in- 

‘terest, deeply affecting the character and useful- 

‘ness of his Administration; and not a spirit of 

‘ dictation, which the President would be as careful 
‘to avoid as ready to resist. Happy will he be if 

‘the facts now disclosed produce uniformity of 

‘opinion and unity of action among the members 

* of the Administration” — 

Mr. C. said: Sir, how kind, how genial, how 
gracious, must these expressions have sounded in 
the ears of the Secretary of the Treasury. It re- 
minded him of a historical anecdote of Oliver 
Cromwéll. While that remarkable man was con- 
tending for the mastery of Great Britain he be- 
sieged a Catholic town. The place made a stout 
resistance, but in the end being likely to be taken, || 
the Catholics proposed terms of capitulation, stip- 
ulating for the toleration of their religion. The 
paper containing the terms was brought to Oliver, 
who exclaimed, ** Granted, certainly; but if any of 
the Catholics shall be found attending mass they 
shall be hanged.’? Thus the Secretary is told very 
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‘tary of the Treasury shall at any time otherwise *on that officer other duties; when he is directed 
‘order and direct; in which case the Secretary of || ‘ peremptorily to perform certain aets; (that is, 
‘the Treasury shall immediately lay before Con- || ‘ when he is not placed under the direction of the 
* gress, if in session, and, if not, immediately after || ‘ President;) when the rights of individuals are 
‘the commencement of the next session, the rea- || ‘ dependent on the performance of those acts, he 
* sons of such order or direction.”’ | ‘is so far the officer of the law; is amenable to the 
This clause is in strict consonance with the char- || ‘ laws for his conduc’, and cannot, at his discretion, 
acter of the Treasury Department, as organized || ‘ sport away thé vested rights of others. 
in the year 89. The Secretary is by thatact re- || ‘The conclusion from this reasoning ie, that 
re to make annual reports on the state of the || ‘ where the heads of Departments are the political 
nances, as the agent of Congress. And if he un- || ‘ or confidential agents of the Executive, merely to 
dertakes to remove the Government deposites from || ‘ execute the will of the President, or rather to act 
the place designated by law as the depository, he || ‘in cases in which the Executive possesses a con- 
is to report his reasons. To whom? Why to || ‘stitutional or legal discretion, nothing can be 
Congress. By the charter of the bank the Presi- || ‘ more perfectly clear than that their acts are only 
dent is clothed with two powers in relation to it, || * politically examinable. But where a specific duty 
the appointment of the Government directors, and || ‘ is assigned by law, and individual rights depend 
the issuing of a scire facias, when he shall believe || ‘upon the performance of that duty, it seems 
the charter has been violated. These are the only || ‘ equally clear that the individual who considers 
powers given him; all others are denied him, and || ‘ himself injured has a right to resert to the laws 
are delegated to others. The weekly statements || ‘ of his country for a remedy.” 
| of the bank are to be made to the Secretary of the Although the President is mistaken in saying 
mildly by the President that he has not the slight- || Treasury, and when anything further shall be ne- || that the Constitution devolves upon the President 
est wish to dictate—nothing is further from his || cessary, the appointment of a committee of inves- || the duty of superintending the Departments, yet 
wishes; but what does he say in the sequel? ‘‘If || tigation by Congress is authorized. The powers || he has recited one clause in that instrument in 
you do not obey my orders, why you go out of || of the President are restricted to the appointment || which he-is right. It is that making it his duty 
office.” And what then follows? This docu- || of the Government directors and the issuing of || to see that the laws are faithfully executed, and 





} 
| 
i 





ment, which Mr. C. considered imperative upon 
the Secretary, is dated 18th September. He read 
from the official paper of the Government of the 
20th September: 

‘* We are authorized to state that the deposites 
‘of the public money will be changed from the 


* Bank of the United States to the State banks as || 


‘soon as necessary arrangements can be made for 
* that purpose, and that it is believed they can be | 
* completed in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, | 
*and Boston, in time to make the change by the 
‘first of October, and perhaps sooner, if circum- 
* stances should render an earlier action necessary 
* on the part of the Government.”’ 

We find, then, said Mr. C., that. the measure 
was determined on on the 18th September, to 
take place on the first of October. r. Duane is 
dismissed on the 23d, and between the 23d and 
26:h Mr. Taney signs the order which goes forth 
for the removal of the deposites. On this point 
the evidence is conclusive in the President’s let- 
ter to that gentleman, dated 23d, which concludes 
by saying, that *‘ your further services as Secre- 
tary of the Treasury are no longer required.” 
Now, such is the testimony on one side of this 
question to prove that the removal of the depos- 
ites was determined cn by the President against 
the will of the Secretary, and while he was sul in 
office; and although Mr. Taney signed the order 


on the 26th, it was issued in conformity with the || 


previous determination of the President. Mr. C. | 
said he would now call the attention of the Senate 
to the testimony of the other party. He would 
not read the whole of Mr. Duane’s address, but it 
concluded as follows: 

‘“‘Thus | was thrust into office; thus was I 
‘thrust from office; not because | had neglected 
‘any duty; not because I had differed with the 
‘President on any other point of public policy; | 
‘not because I had differed with him about the 
*Bank of the United States, but because [ re- | 
* fused, without further inquiry or action by Con- 
* gress, to remove the deposites.”’ 

Can testimony be more complete to establish 
the proposition that these deposites were removed | 
by the authority of the President, and that it is | 
his act alone? 


3 it possible, from a review of the 


testimony on both sides, that any man can doubt | 


it was done in accordance with his commands? 
And now, having seen that the removal was by 
command of the President, let us inquire next 
whether the authority assumed is in conformity 
with the Constitution.of the United States. He 
would not inquire into the reasons given for this 
act, except so far as they set up an authority for 
the exercise of this power. If he possesses no 
power it is useless to look for the exercise of a 
power which he does not possess. What power, 
then, has the President over the Treasury? Is it | 
in the bank charter? Let us advert to it. That 
part of it relating to the deposites declares— 
‘* That the deposites of themoney of the United | 
‘ States in places which the said and branches | 
‘thereof may be established, shall be made in 
‘said bank or branches thereof, unless the Secre- 








| powers overthe Treasury given him by the Consti- 
| tion of the United States? None. The Consti- 
| tution is express, that no money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury except by authority of appro- 
priations made by law. But the President says, 
‘‘upon him has been devolved, by the Constitu- 
| *tion and the suffrages of the American people, 
‘the duty of superintending the operation of the 


‘ seeing that the laws are faithfully executed.” 

In another part of this same paper the President 
refers to the suffrages of the American people in 
approbation of his opinions. Mr. C. thought 
differently from him on that point. 


pressed no approbation of ali his opinions. It 
could not be that the State of Pennsylvania, so 


arch, intended to reverse their own opinions so 
| repeatedly expressed through their representatives 
in favor of the bank and domesticindustry. But 
the President says “‘ the duty has devolved upon 
him to remove the deposites by the suffrages of 
the Americcn people.’” Why does he say that the 
suffrages of the American people devolved upon 
| him the duty of superintending the interests of the 
American people? There is no color in the Con- 
| stitution for that idea, The laws have established 
the several executive departments, and the heads 
of them are required to execute duties given them 
| from time to time, under the direction of the Pres- 
ident. But there are many duties to be performed 
by these officers over which the President has no 
control and no right to interfere with. This was 
| no new case. Thirty-two years ago the Supreme 
| Court of the United States, in deciding a case— 
‘* Barbary and Madison’’—delivered these senti- 
ments: 

‘* By the Constitution of the United States the 
|  Presidentis invested with certain ip portant polit- 
| tical powers, in the exercise of which he isto use 
| ‘his own discretion, and is accountable only to his 
| ‘countryin his political character, and to his own 
‘ conscience, 





o aid him in the performance of 


|| * these duties he is authorized to appoint certain 


| ‘ officers,who act by his authority, and in conform- 
‘ity with his orders. In such cases their acts 


| 
'| fare his acts; and whatever opinion may be enter- 
| 


‘tained of the manner in which Executive discre- 


| «tion may be used, still there exists, and can exist, 


| *no power to control that discretion. The subjects 
| fare political. They respect the nation, not indi- 
| * vidual rights, and being intrusted to the Execu- 
| ‘tive, the decision of the Executive is conclusive. 
| ‘The application of this remark would be per- 
| ‘ceived by adverting to the act of Congress for 


|| ‘establishing the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


| * This officer, as his duties were prescribed by 


|| «that act, is to conform precisely to the will of the 
| ‘ President. 


He is the mere organ by whom that 
| «will is communicated. The acts of such an offi- 
* courts. 


‘* But when the Legislature proceeds 


| the scire facias. Has the President, then, any | under this provision the most enormous preten- 


‘executive departments of the Government, and | 





When the | 
American people reélected him they thereby ex- | 


appropriately termed the key-stone of the Federal | 





|| property of individual contractors. 


| goes further than he has exerted it. 





| will of the President. 
| all subordinate functionaries of Government, great 
| or small, must submit to that will; and if they do 
| not, then the President will have failed to ‘' see 
| that the laws are faithfully executed.”’ 





| of the Executive 


| tive nor the judicial power to be decided by 
‘cer, as an officer, can never be examinable by the 


to impose 


sions are set up for the President. 

It has been contended that if a law shall pass 
which the President does not conceive to be in 
conformity with the Constitution, he is not bound 
to execute it; and if a treaty shall have been made 
which, in his opinion, has been unconstitutional 


| in its stipulations, he is not bound to enforce them. 


And it necessarily follows, that if the courts of 
justice shall give a decision which he shall in like 


| manner deem repugnant to the Constitution, he is 


1 
| 


y 


| 


not expected or bound to execute that law. Sir, 
let us look a little into this principle, and trace it 
out into some of its consequences. 
One of the most important acts performed at the 
epartments is to settle those very large accounts 
which individuals have with the Government; ac- 
| counts amounting to millions of dollars; to settle 
them, an Auditor and a Comptroller have been ap- 
| pointed by law, whose official acts may affect, to 
| the extent of hundreds of thousands of dollars, the 
If the preten- 
| sions of the President are well founded his power 
He may go 
| into the office of the Auditor, or the office of the 
| Comptroller, and may say to him: Sir, Mr. A. B. 
has an account under settlement in this office, one 
| item of which, objected to by you, [ consider to 
be in accordance with the Constitution; pass that 
account and send it to the Auditor; a be may 
then go to the Auditorand hold similar language. 
If the clause of the Constitution is to beexpounded, 
as is contended for, it amounts to a complete ab- 
sorption of all the powers of Government in the 
| Person of the Executive. Sir, when a doctrine like 
this shall be admitted as orthodox, when it shall 
| be acquiesced in by the people of this country, our 
| Government will have become a simpte machine 
| enough. The will of the President will be the 
_ whole of it. There will be but one bed, and that 
will be the bed of Procrustes; but one will, the 
All the Departments, and 





_ Sir, such an extravagant and enormous preten- 
sion as this must be set alongside of its exploded 


Bsptes cept the pretension that Congress has the 


power of passing any and all laws which it may 
suppose conducive to ‘‘ the general welfare.”’ 
et me, in a few words, present to the Senate 
what are my own views as to the structure of 
this Government. I hold that no powers can 
legitimately be exercised under it but such as are 
expressly delegated, and those which are necessary 
to carry these into effect. Sir, the Executive 
wer, as existing in this Government, is not to 
traced to the notions of Montesquieu, or of any 
other writer of that class, in the abstract nature 
wer. Neither is the legisla- 
any 
such reference, These several powers with us, 
whatever they may be elsewhere, are just what the 
Constitution has made them, and nothing more. 
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And as to the general clauses in which reference is || of Con 


made to either, they are to be controlled and inter- 
preted by those where these several powers are | 
specially delegated, otherwise the Executive will | 
become a great vortex that must end in swellow- | 
ing all the rest. Nor will the judicial power be || 
uny longer restrained by the restraining clauses in || 
the Constitution which relate to its exercise. || 
‘W hat, then, it will be asked, does this clause, that | 
the President shall see that the laws are faithfully |, 
executed,mean? Sir, it means nothing more nor || 
less than this, that, if resistance is made to the || 
laws he shall take care that resistance shall cease, || 
Congress, by the Ist article of the 8th section of || 
the Constitution, is required to provide for calling | 
out the militia to execute the laws in case of a re- | 
sistance. Sir, it might as well be contended, under || 
that clause, that Congress have the power of de- 
termining what are,and what are not, the laws of | 
the land. poe gen, has the power of calling out || 
the militia; well, sir, what is the President, by the || 
Constitution? He is commander of the Army and || 
Navy of the United States, and of the militia when || 
called out into actual service. When, then, we || 
are here told that he is clothed with the whole |; 
physical power of the nation, and when we are | 
afterwards toid that he must take care that the || 
laws are faithfully executed, is it possible that 
any man can be so lost to the love of liberty as || 
not to admit that this goes no further than to re- || 
move any resistance which may be made to the |, 
execution of the laws? We have established a | 
system in which power has been caréfully divided 
among different departments of the Government. | 
And we have been told a thousand times that this || 
division is indispensable as a safeguard to civil | 
liberty. We have designated the departments, | 
and have established in each, officers to exercise || 
the power belongingtoeach. The President, itis 
true, presides over the whole; his eye surveys the | 
whole extent of the system in all its movements. || 
But has he the power to enter into the courts, for || 
example, and tell them what is to be done? Or may 
he come here and tell us the same? Or when we 
have made a law can he withhold the power ne- 
cessary to its practical effect? He moves, it is 
true, in a high, a glorious sphere. It is hia to 
watch over the whole with a paternal eye; and 
when any one wheel of the vast machine is for a | 
time interrupted by the occurrence of invasion or | 
rebellion, it is his care to propel its movements, | 
and to furnish it with the requisite means of per- | 
forming its appropriate duty in its own place. 
That this is the true interpretation of the con- 
stitutional clause to which I have alluded is in- | 
ferred from the total silence of all contemporane- || 
ous expositions of that instrument on the subject. | 
I have myself, (and when it was not in my power 
personally, have caused others to aid me,) made | 
researches into the numbers of the Federalist, the | 
debates in the Virginia Convention, and in the | 
Conventions in other States, as well as all other | 
sources of information to which I could obtain ac- | 
cess, and I have not, in a solitary instance, found 
the slightest color for the claims set up in these | 
most extraordinary times for the President, that | 
he has authority to afford or withhold at pleasure || 
the means of enforcing the laws, and to superin- | 
tend and control an officer charged with a specific | 
duty made by the law exclusively his. Byt, sir, || 
I have found someauthorities which strongly mil- } 
itate against any such claim. If the doctrine be || 
indeed true, then it is most evident that there is || 
no longer any control over our affairs than that || 
exerted by the President. If it be true that when || 
a duty is by law specifically assigned to a particu- || 
lar officer, the President may go into his office and || 
control him in the manner of performing it, then || 
is it most manifest that all barriers for the safety of || 
the Treasury are gone. Sir, itis that union of the || 
purse and the sword, in the hand of one man, which || 
constitutes the best definition of tyranny which || 
our language can give. 
The charter of the Bank of the United States || 
requires that the public deposites be made in its || 
vaults. It also gives the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury power to remove them. And why? The Sec- || 
retary is at the head of the finances of the Gov- || 
ernment. Weekly reports are made by the bank || 
to him. He is to report to Congress annually; || 
and to either House whenever he shall be called || 
upon. He is the sentinel of Congress—the agent |: 











| Office,”’ let me ask you whether the danger ap- | 


|| consulted the Secretary of the Treasury about a 
| all his Secretaries combined that the power was 


| ernment. ; 
|| showing, by their construction of the clause, the | 





. } 
gress—the representative of Congress. He | 
has been created b Con . Congress has pre- 
scribed and has defined his duties. He is required | 
to eet to them, not to the President. e is | 
put there by us as our representative; he is re- 
quired to remove the deposites when they shall be || 
in danger, and we not in session; but when he || 
does this, he is required to report to Co the | 
fact, with his reasons for it.” Now, sir, if, when 
an officer of Government is thus specifically as- | 
signed his duty, if he is to report his official acts | 
on his responsibility to Congress, if, in a case | 

| 


where no power whatever is given to the President, || 
the President may go and say to that officer, ** Go || 
and do as I bid you, or you shall be removed from | 


rehended by that eloquent man has not already 
een realized ? 

But, sir, let me suppose that I am mistaken in 
my construction of the Constitution; and let me || 
suppose that the President has, as is contended, | 

ower to see every particular law carried into || 
effect; what, then, was it his duty to doin the 
resent case, under the clause thus interpreted? | 





the sedition law under precisely the same pretext. 
I recollect it was said, that this bank, this monster 
of tyranny, was taking into its pay a countless 
number of papers, and by this means was destroy- 
ing the fair fame of the President and his Secre- 
tary, and all that sort of thing. Sir, it is some- 
times useful to refer back to these old things— 
to the notions and the motives which induced 
men in former times to do certain acts which may 
not be altogether unlike some others in our own 
time. 

The famous sedition act was passed, sir, in 
1798; and it contained, among others, the follow- 
ing provision: 

c. 2. * That if any person shall write; print, 
utter, or publish, or shall cause or procure to be 
written, printed, uttered, or published, or shall, 


| knowingly and willingly, assist or aid in writing, 


printing, uttering, or publishing any false, scan- 
dalous, and malicious writing or writings against 
the Government of the United States, or either 
House of the Congress of the United States, or 


'| the President of the United States, with intent to 


defame the said Government, or either House of 


he law authorized the Secretary of the Treasury || the said Congress, or the said President, or to 


to remove the deposites on his responsibility to |, 
Congress. Now, if the President 


surely the law exacted of him that he should see | 
that the Secretary was allowed to exercise his | 
free, unbiased, uncontrolled jadgment in removing | 
or not removing them. That was the execution 
of the law. Congress had not said that the Secre- 
tary of War, or the Secretary of State, might re- 
move the public deposites from the Treasury. 
The President had no right to go to the Secretary 
of War and ask him what the Secretary of the 
Treasury caght to do. He might as well have 





contemplated movement of the Army as to ask 
the Secretary of War about the disposition of the 
public moneys. It was not tothe President and | 


Piven to alter the disposition of the deposites in 
the bank. It was to the Secretary alone, exclusive 
of the President and all the other officers of Gov- 
And according to gentlemen’s own 








Secretary ought to have been left to his own un- | 


| biased determination, uncontrolled by the Presi- 


dent or anybody else. 

{I eoald thank the Secretary of the Senate to 
get me the sedition law. It is not very certain 
how soon we may be called to act upon it.] 

Now, sir, said Mr. C., let us trace some of the 
other sources of the exercise of this power, or 
motives for it, or by whatever othername they are 
to be called. He says to Mr. Duane, ‘the Brea 
‘ident repeats that he begs the Cabinet to consider 
‘the proposed measure as his own, in the support 
‘ of which he shall require no one of them to make 
‘a sacrifice of opinion Sod ee Its responsi- 
‘bility has been assumed after the most mature 
‘deliberation and reflection, as necessary to pre- 
‘serve the morals of the people, the freedom of the | 
‘press, and the purity of the elective franchise.” | 
The morals of the people! What part of theCon- | 
stitution has @iven to the President any power over | 
** the morals of the people?”? None. It doesnot 
give such power even over religion, the presiding | 
and genial influence over every true system of 
morals. No, sir; it gives him no such power. 

And what is the next step? To-day he claims 
a power as necessary to the morals of the people; 
to-morrow he will claim another, as still more in- 
dispensable to our religion. And the President 
might in this case as well have said that he went | 
into the office of the Secretary of the Treasury | 
and controlled his free exercise of his authority as | 
Secretary, because it was necessary to preserve 
«the religion of the people!” I ask for the au- 
thority. Will any one of those gentlemen here, 
who consider themselves the vindicators of the 
Ezecutive, point me to any clause of the Consti- 
tution which gives to the present President of the 
United States any power to preserve “the morals | 
of the people?” 

But the “freedom of the press,”’ it seems, was 
another motive. Sir, I am not surprised that the 
present Secretary of the Treasury should feel a 
desire to revive this power over the press. He, I 
think, was a member of that party which passed 





as power to || 
|| see this, like other laws, faithfully executed, then 


|| much more tyrannical ‘than that act. 


bring them, or either of them into contempt or 
disrepute; or to excite against them, or either or 


|| any of them, the hatred of the good people of the 


United States, or tostir up sedition within the Uni- 
ted States; or to excite any unlawful combinations 
therein, for opposing or resisting any law of the 
United States, or any act of the President of the 
United States, done in pursuance of any such law, 
or of the powers in him vested by the Constitution 
of the United States; or to resist, oppose, or de- 
| feat any such law or act; or to aid, encourage, or 
abet, any hostile designs of any foreign nation 
against the United States, their people, or Govern- 
| ment, then such person rei t thereof convicted 

before any court of the United States having juris- 
diction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprison- 
ment not exceeding two years.”’ 

We have now, sir, in the reasons for the re- 
moval of the Government deposites, the same mo- 
tives avowed and acted upon. The abuse of the 
Government, bringing it into disrepute, using con- 
temptuous language to persons high in authority, 
constituted the motives for passing the sedition 
| law; and what have we now but a repetition of the 
same complaints of abuses, disrespect, &c. As 
it is now, so it was then: for, says the next sec- 
tion of the same sedition act, * That if any person 
shall be prosecuted under this act for the writing 
or publishing any libel aforesaid, it shall be law- 
ful for the defendant upon the trial of the cause, 
to give in evidence, in his defense, the truth of 
| the matter contained in the publication charged as 
'a libel. And the jury who shall try the cause 

shall have a right to determine the fa and the 
| fact, under the direction of the court, as in other 
cases.”’ 

It is only for the sake of the truth said they who 
favored the passage of the law—for the sake of 
justice, as it is now said, that it was necessary to 
| remove the deposites in order to preserve the purity 
of the press. That’s all, sir. But there'is one 
_ part of this assumption of power by the President 
Under that 
| law the offending party was to havea trial by jury, 
| the benefit of witnesses, and of counsel, and the 
| right to have the truth of his alleged libels exam- 
ined. But what is the case now under consider- 
ation? Why, sir, the President takes the whole 








matter into his own hands; he is at once the judge, 


| the jury, and the executioner of the sentence, and 
utterly deprives the accused party of the rei 
tunity of showing that the imputed libel is no libel 
at all, but founded in the clearest truth. 
But ‘‘ the purity of the elective franchise,” also, 
| the President has very much at heart. And here 
again I ask, what part of the Constitution gives 
| him any power over that ‘‘ franchise?’’ Look, 
| sir, at the nature of theexercise of this power. If 
| it was really necessary that steps should We taken 
| to preserve the purity of the press or the freedom 
of elections, what ought the President to have 
|done? Taken the matter into his own hands? 
| No, sir; it was his duty to recommend to Congress 
the passage of laws for the purpose, under suitable 
| sanctions—laws which the courts of the United 
States could execute. We could not have been 










worse off under such laws (however exceptionable 
they might be) than we are now. Wecould then, 
sir, have reviewed the laws, and seen whether 
Congress or the President had properly any power 
over this matter, or whether the article of the Con- 
atitution which forbids that the press shall be 
touched, and declares that religion shall be sacred 
from all the powers of legislation, applied in the 
case or not. This the President has undertaken 
to do of himself, without the shadow of authority, 
either in the Constitution or thelaws. = 

Suppose, sir, that this contumacious institution, 
which committed the great sin in 1829 of not ap- | 

inting a new president toa certain one of its 
franehin—~etn pose that the bank should go onand | 
vindicate itself against the calumnies poured out | 
upon it—that it should continue to stand upon its | 
defence, how inefficient will have been the exercise | 
of power by the President! How inadequate to | 
the end he had in view of preserving the press 
from being made use of to defend thebank! Why, | 
sir, if we had had the power, and the President 
had come to us, we could have laid Mr. Nicholas 
Biddle by the heels if he should have undertaken 
to publish another report of General Ssrruor Mr. 
McDourris, or another speech of the eloquent gen- 
tleman near me, {Mr. Wessrer,] or any other 
such libels tending to bring the President or his 
administration into disrepute. But the President 
of the United States, who thought he had the bank 
in his power, who thought he could stop it, who 
was induced to believe, by that ‘‘ influence behind 
the throne greater than itself,’ that he could break 
down the bank at a word, has only shown his 
want of power over the press by his attempt to 
exercise it in the manner he hasdone. The bank 
has avowed and openly declared its purpose to de- 
fend itself on allsuitable occasions. And, what is 
still more provoking, instead of being a bankrupt, 
as was expected, with its doors closed, and its 
vaults inaccessible, it has now, it seems, got more 
money than it knows what to do with; and this 
greatest of misers and hoarders cruelly refuses to 
let out a dollar of its ten millions of specie to 
relieve the sufferings of the banks to which the 
Government deposites have been transferred. 

Sir, the President of the United States has noth- 
ing to do with the morals of thecommunity. No, 
sir; for the preservation of our morals we are 
responsible to God, and I trust that that responsi- 
bility will ever remain to Him and his mercy alone. 
Neither had the President anything to do with 
the freedom of the press. The power over it is 
denied even to Congress by the people. It was 
said by one of those few able men and bright 
luminaries whom Providence has yet spared to us, | 
in answer to complaints by a foreign minister, 
against the freedom with which the American press | 
treated certain French functionaries, that the press 





was one of those concerns Which admitted of no || 


regulation by the Government; that its abuses | 
must be tolerated lest its freedom should be 
abridged. Such, sir, is the freedom of the press, | 
» 4&8 recognized by our Constitution, and so it has 
been respected ever since the repeal of the obnox- 
ious act which | have already quoted, until the 
detestable principles of that law have been reas- | 
serted by the President in his assumption of a 
power in nowise belonging to his office, of pre- | 
serving the purity of the press. 

Such, sir, are the powers on which the Presi- 
dent relies to justify his seizure of the Treasury of | 
the United States, I haveexamined them one by | 
one, and they all fail, utterly fail, to bear out the | 
act. We are irresistibly brought to the conclu- | 
sion that the removal of 
the Bank of the United. States has been effected by | 
the displacement from the head of the Treasury 
De artment of one who would not remove them, 
and putting in his stead another person who would; | 
and, secondly, that the President has no color of 
suthority in the Constitution or the laws for the 
act which he has undertaken to perform. 


| 
i} 


the public money from || 





Let us now, said Mr. C., fora few moments | 
examine the consequences which may ensue from | 
the exercise of this enormous power. If the Presi- | 
dent has authority in a case in which the law has | 


assigned a spécific duty exclusively toa designated || in the event of certain contungencies—contingen- 
officer to.control the exercise of his discretion by cies of which neither the Treasurer nor the Secre- 


that officer, lie has a right. to interfere in every | 
other case, and remove every one from office who 
hesitates to do his bidding against his judgment 


‘| a precedent on record, but you must go down to | 
| the Christian era for it. 





| 





i 


| taken to exercise? Sir, every barrier around the | 


| ing banks to enable them to pay their own debts, || 


Ee 
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of his own duty. This, surely, is a logical deduc- | money? Where was the Constitution which for- 
tion not to be resisted. Well, then, how stands || bids money to be drawn from the Treasury without 
the matter? Recapitulating the provisions of the || appropriation by law? Where was the Treas- 
law prescribing how money should be drawn from || urer’s bond when he thus cast about the people’s 
the ord and the deduction above stated, | money? Sir, said Mr. C., his bond is forfeited. 
what, asked Mr. Cray, is to prevent the President || I do not pretend to any great knowledge of the 
from going to the Comptroller, and, if he will not || law, but give mean intelligentand unpacked jury, 
countersign a warrant which he has found an |; and I will undertake to prove to them that he has 
accommodating Secretary to sign, turning him oat || forfeited the penalty of his bond. 
for another; then goingto the Register,and doing || Mr. President, said Mr. C., the people of the 
he same; and then to the Treasurer, and com- || United States are indebted to the President for the 
manding him to pay over the money expressed in | boldness of this movement; and as one among 
the warrant, or subject himself to expulsion ? | the humblest of them I profess my obligations to 

Where is the security against such conduct on | him. He has told the Senate, in his message re- 
the part of the President?) Where the boundary | fusing an official copy of his Cabinet paper, that 
to this tremendous authority which he has under- || it has been published for the information of the 
people: as a part of the people the Senate, if not 
in their official character, have a right to its use. 
In that extraordinary paper he has proclaimed 
that the measure is his own; and that he has taken 
upon himself the responsibility of it. In plain 
English, he has proclaimed an open, palpable, and 
daring usurpation! , 

For more than fifteen years, Mr. President, 1 
have been struggling to avoid the present state of 
things. I thought I perceived in some proceed- 
ings during the conduct of the Seminole war a 
spirit of defiance to the Constitution and to all 
law. With what sincerity and truth, with what 
earnestness and devotion to civil liberty | have 
| struggled, the Searcher of all human hearts best 
| knows. With what fortune, the bleeding Consti- 
tution of my country now fatally attests. 








Treasury is broken down. From the moment that | 
the President said, ‘I make this measure my 

own—I take apon myselfthe responsibility,”’ from || 
that moment the public Treasury might as well | 
have been at the Hermitage as at this place. Sir, | 
the measure adopted by the President is without | 
precedent—in our day at least. There is, indeed, | 


It will be recollected by | 
those who are conversant with ancient history, | 
that after Pompey was compelled to retire to | 
Brundusium, Caesar, who had been anxious to | 
give him battle, returned to Rome, “ having re- | 
duced Italy (says the historian) in sixty days— 
a exact period, sir, between the removal of the 
eposites and the meeting of Congress, without 
theusual allowance of three days’ grace|—in sixty | [I have, nevertheless, persevered; and under 
days, without bloodshed.’? The histerian goes | every discouragement, during the short time that 
on: ** Finding the city in a more settled condition || I expect to remain in the public councils, I will 
than he expected, and many Senators there, he || persevere. And if a bountiful Providence would 
addressed them in a mild and gracious manner, |, allow an unworthy sinner to approach the throne 
[as the President did the late Secretary of the | of grace, would beseech him as the greatest favor 
Treasury,] and desired them to send deputies to | he could grant to me here below to spare me until 
Pompey, with an offer of honorable terms of || | live to behold the people, rising in their majesty, 
peace, &c. As Metellus, the Tribune, opposed his || with a peaceful and constitutional exercise of their 
taking money out of the public treasury, and cited || power, to expel the Goths from Rome; to rescue 
some laws against it—[such, sir, I suppose, as I || the public Treasury from pillage; to preserve the 
have endeavored to cite on this occasion]—Czsar | Constitution of the United States; to uphold the 
said, ‘ Arms and laws do not flourish together. || Union against the danger of the concentration and 
If you are not pleased at what I am aan | consolidation of all power in the hands of the 
have only to withdraw. [Leave the office, Mr. || Executive, and to sustain the liberties of the peo- 
Duane!] War, indeed, will not tolerate much || ple of this country against the imminent perils to 
liberty of speech. When I say this Iam renoun- || which they now stand exposed. 
cing my own right, for you and allthose whom! || At half past two o’clock Mr. CLAY gave way 
have found exciting a a of faction against me, || to a motion by Mr, EWING, that when the Sen- 
are at my disposal.’ Having said this, he ap- || ateadjourns, it will adjourn until Monday next. 
roached the doors of the Treasury, and as the |} The VICE PRESIDENT observed that the 
eys were not produced, he sent for workmen to || motion would require the unanimous consent of 
break them open. Metellus again opposed him, || the Senate, as the subject was not concluded. 
and gained credit with some for his firmness; but Mr. BENTON said he objected to the motion. 
Cwsar, with an elevated voice, threatened to put |; Mr. EWING then moved to postpone the further 
him to death if he gave him any further trouble. || consideration pf the question till Monday next; 


‘And you know very well, young man,’ said he, || which was carried—ayes 26, noes not counted. 
‘ that this is harder for me to say than to do.’ Me- || 


On motion of Mr. EWING, the Senate then 
tellus, terrified by the menace, retired; and Cesar || adjourned to that day. , 
was, afterwards, easily and readily supplied with | 
everything necessary for the war.”’ 

And where now, sir, is the public Treasury! | 
Who can tell? Itis certainly without a local hab- | Farivar, December 27, 1833 
itation, if it be not withouta name. And where || Mr. MASON ° Mai : : 
is the money of the people of the United States? |, ; ee d ni of Maine, appeared, was quali- 
Floating about in Treasury drafts on checks to the || tone —_ - aa Petiti 
amount of millions, placed in the hands of totter- || On emeeeate, WAT OUGH 
instead of being appropriated to the service of the || Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 

“¢ | quire into the expediency of equalizing the com- 


eoplé. These checks are scattered to the winds | t 
Be the Treasurer of the United States, who is re- || pensation of the officers of the Army and Navy, 
and fixing the amount of compensation by law, 


quired try Ma xe Ads dias sciiey from Ce end” } instead of allowances now made by the Depart- 


i f th - || , 
on warrants signed by the Secretary of the Treas- || (ao [The committee was ordered to consist of 
ve . 





ee 
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ury, countersigned, registered, &c., and not other- || 
wise. 
Mr. C. here referred to a correspondenze, which || 
he quoted, between the Treasurer and the officets 
of the bank, complaining of these checks drawn 
without proper notice, &c,, in which the’'Treasurer 
says they were only issued to be used in certain 
contingencies, &c. Thus, sir, said Mr. C., the 
eople’s money is put into a bank here, and a 
ank there, in regard to the solvency of which 
we know nothing, and it is placed there to be used 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutiona 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the exped:- 
ency of granting relief to the legal heirsand repre- 
sentatives of Major Alexander Garden, deceased, 
and that their petition, with the accompanying 
documents, now on file in the office of the Clerk, 

be committed to that committee. 
On motion of Mr. STEWART, 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
|| Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| oi making en appropriation to pay the salary and 
disbursements of Valentine Geisey, as late super- 
intendent of the Cumberland soak 





tary have yet deigned to furnish us any account. 
here was the oath of office of the Treasurer 
when he ventured thus to sport with the people’s 
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On motion of. Mr. FOSTER, 





Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 


sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency || 
of placing the name of Stephen Gatlin, of Green | 
county, Siate of Georgia, on the invalid pension | 
roll, and that the papers herewith submitted be || 
referred to said committee. | 


On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the || 
‘expediency of establishing a post route from | 
Wanesborough, in Burke county, through Louis- \| 
ville and Sandersville, to Milledgeville. 


On motion of Mr. GILLET, 

Resolved, That the report made to the Legisla- 
ture of the State of New York by the Committee 
on the Militia and the Public Defence, together 
with the resolutions passed by the said Legisla- 
ture al its last session on that subject, which have 
been officially transmitted to the representatives 
from the said State, be referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on the Militia. 

Mr. CHILTON submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so extending the provisions of the act of 
Congress, passed 7th June, 1832, granting pen- 
sions Lo certain classes of troops therein named, 
as to embrace in its provisions those who were || 
engaged in the wars against the Indians subsequent || 
to the close of the revolutionary war, and down | 
to the treaty of Grenville, with leave to report by || 
bill or otherwise, {| 

Mr.WARDWELL suggested that tue Commit- | 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions had no concern || 
with services rendered subsequent to the Revolu- | 
tion, 

Mr. HARDIN would be glad, he said, if his } 
colleague would bring the time down to 1794. || 
He had intended, before he left home, to bring this || 
subject before Congress. The western lands were || 
brought into market, and were settled in 1780, and || 
from that period till the treaty of 1783, the settlers || 
were exposed to the hostilities both of the north- || 
ern and southern Indians. After 1783, Great || 
Britain retained tbe western military posts, and | 
the hostilitres continued without cessation till 1794. || 
Innumerable battles, of a kind and character much | 
more desperate and bloody than those fought on || 
the sea-board from 1780 till 1794, were fought by | 
these settlers with the Indians. Conflicts fre- | 
quently took place of thirty on each side, in which |) 
not five men escaped with their lives. They fought, || 
literally, for victory or death. These men re- 
ecived no compensativn for their services at the | 
time, nor had they received any pay, pension, or 
bounty since, and no men ever shed their blood |) 
morefreely. If ever men deserved to be pensioned, 
it was these. Many of them had asked him why | 
they were not put on the pension list, and he had 
been able to give no reason for their exclusion. 
He hoped the proposition would be adopted—and | 
if he had presented it, he would have given it the 
form of an instruction instead of an inquiry. 

Mr. WARDWELL did not, he said, rise to 
oppose the resolution, but again to suggest that it 
referred the inquiry to the wrong committee. It | 
ought to go to the Committee on Military Pen- 
sions, or Military Affairs. The Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions had nothing to do with 
the services rendered in the late war. 

Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont, thought the sub- 
ject ought to be referred to a select committee. 

Mr, CHILTON modified the resolution so as 
to require its reference to a select committee, to be | 
appointed, whose duty it shail be, &c. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved an amendment, | 
bringing the time down to 1794. The subject, he 
said, was before Congress when the last pension | 
law was passed, and was very favorably received, | 
and he had no doubt the same Congress would 








! 


sented in a report. It was true that the war in 
the west did not close till after Wayne’s victory, 
and, for that reason, those who thus continued 
the war were as much worthy of the bounty of the | 
‘Government as those who fought before 1783. 

Mr. CHILTON accepted the motion as a mod- 
ification of the resolution. 


~ 
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Mr. LANE, of Indiana, said, that a body of 





their history would find that the perils which they | 
encountered, end the sufferings which they en- | 
dured, were unparalleled in ourhistory. He had | 
intended himself to bring this subject before Con- | 
gress, and he wae gratified that it had come from 
another quarter. 

Mr. BURD, of Pennsylvania, proposed so to 
amend the resolution as to embrace all persons 
who, at any time during the Revolution, had been 
engaged in conflicte with the Indians. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said, 
|| that so far as this proposition went to pension the 
i] 
|| period of the Revolution he was opposed to it. 
| Something like this .was offered in 1832, and re- 
|| jected after full consideration. The principle 
| assumed by that Congress was, that revolutionary 
|| Service was distinct from all other service in char- 
‘/acter. To pension all those who have been at any 
|| time engaged in military service was beyond the 
| means and resources of thecountry. We had not 
‘| yet fully extended the pension system to the 
soldiers of the Revolution—the militia were not 
| placed on the same footing with those of the con- 


tinental troops. Believing that the tendency of || 
|| the resolution was not fully apprehended by the |! 





House, he moved to lay it on the table, 
Mr. CHILTON (the motion being withdrawn) 


so far as it continued the pension system after the || 


Dec. 27, 





| with surplus revenue. He moved that the resolu- 
more meritorious men than these had never been || tion be laid on the table, and upon that motion he 


| provided for by Congress; any one who reads || required the yeas and nays. 


fhe yeas and nays being ordered, the questi 
was taken, and decided inthe negative. —, 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bean, James Blair, 
Cambreleng, Chinn, Claiborne, Clowney, Connor, 
Werren R. Davis, Day, Felder, Foster, William 
K. Fuller, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, Grayson, Grif- 
fin, Thomas H. Hall, Joseph M. Harper, Hub- 
bard, Jarvis, Noadiah Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
eo King, Lewis, —— Lucas, Abijah 
Mann, Mardis, McDuffie, clntire, McKay, 
Muhlenberg, Page, Pierce, Pinkney, Ramsay, 





| revolutionary soldiers, he was in favor of it; but || Rencher, William B. Shepard, Smith, Speicht, 


| Francis Thomas, Tu rrill, Vance, Vanderpoel, Van 
Houten, Vinton, Williams—50. 
NAYS—Messrs. JohnQ. Adams, John Adams, 
Heman Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Wm. 
| Allen, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Baylies, 
Beal, Beardsley, Beatty, Beaumont, John Bell, 
| James M. Bell, John Blair, Bockee, Bodie, Boon, 
‘| Bouldin, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burd, 
| Burns, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, 
|| Choate, William Clark, Clay, Coulter, Cramer, 
| Crane, Crockett, J. Davis, A. Davis, Deberry, 
|| Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Dickinson, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace 
Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Foot, Forester, Fowler, 
P.C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Grennell, H. Hall, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Hard, Hardin, Har- 








objected to the amendment moved by Mr. Burp || rison, Hathaway, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hun- 


as out of order, and altering the phraseology of | 
the whole resolution. 

Mr. BURD withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. CHILTON remarked that he was not usu- 
ally very tenacious of his own phraseology. He 
remembered that in the retrenchment discussion 
his resolution on that subject underwent so total a 





word Jeft in it. 


change that the word ** Resolved’’ was the only | 


At the suggestion of a member he further médi- 
fied the resolution so as to require the committee 


to report by bill or otherwise. 
Mr. HARDIN would remark, he said, in reply 


| to the member from North Carolina, that the pen- 
sion list would be too large for the revenue, that 


he was perfectly satisfied that the whole number 
of persons added to the pension list by this prop- 
osition would not exceed two thousand. He had 


| good reason to believe that not one man in ten was 
| alive of those who were embraced in the provisions 
|| proposed, and their number was evéry day dimin- 


ishing. He did not propose, in any case, to ex- 


_ tend the provision to the heirs. Very little of the 


public money was expended beyond the mount- 


east of the Alleghany. The receipts from the 


_ public lands amounted to three millions and a half, 


while not half a million was expended in the 
West. Any system by which the distribution of 
public money could be equalized deserved the con- 
sideration of the House. Hehoped his honorable 
friend from North Carolina would withdraw his 


Opposition to the measure until the committee 


should report and the merits of the claims be laid 


|, before the House. 


Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, said it was true 
that the claims of those who fought the Indians 
after the revolutionary war were brought before 


_ the last Congress, and were very favorably re- 


ceived. But they were not passed or fully con- 
sidered. The war continued beyond the mountains 


after the peace of 1783. The signature of that 


treaty did not put a stop to hostilities in the West, 
and he was at a loss to know why the gentleman 


| from North Carolina should consider those who || 
continued to fight after the treaty were less entitled 
|, toa pension than those who fought before the 


treaty was concluded. 
Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, was opposed 


’ _ to this proposition for the same reason that he op- 
have included these men in that law if the subject | 


had been thoroughly examined and the facts pre- | 


posed the law of 1832. By that law we taxed the 
descendants of the soldiers of the Revolution, and 


he believed that the best of them had died before 
pensions were granted—for the benefit of their 


wealthy survivors. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky says there will be but two thousand added 


| to the pension list by this bill. He believed the 


number would exceed ten thousand. If we adopt- 


‘ed this proposition, we should not be troubled 


| tington, Inge, William C. Johnson, Richard M. 
| Johnson, CaveJohnson, Benjamin Jones, Kinnard, 
| Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Luke 
Lea, Leavitt, Love, Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Mar- 
_tindale, Marshall, McCarty, McComas, McKim, 
| McLene, McVean, Mercer, Miller, Henry Mitch- 
ell, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Murphy, Osgood, 
| Parker, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, Pierson, Polk, 
| Pope, Potts, Reed, Selden, Augustine H. Shep- 
| perd, W.Slade, C. Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stan- 
| difer, Stewart, W. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, J. 
| Thompson, Tompkins, Tweedy, Wagener, Ward, 
| Wardwell, Watmough, Wayne, Webster, Whal- 
lon, Edward D. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
| Wise, Young—137. 


The question then recurring on the resolution, 

| Mr. BOULDIN rose and said that, as he had 
voted with the majority, refusing to lay the reso- 
lution on the table, whilst he fully accorded in 
|| the sentiments expressed by the honorable mem- 
| ber from North Carolina, (Mr. Wituiams,] he felt 
| it necessary to state that he was influenced in thus 
| voting by his coinciding in opinion with the 
| member from Kentucky—that his constituents, 





jains. Nearly the whole revenue was diffused || whatever might be the ultimate decision of the 


|| House on the subject, had a right to have their 
|| petition heard. But he would now propose the 
| following amendment: 

Strike out all after ‘* inquire,’’ and insert ‘into 
| the moral and political effects of the pension laws 
| of the United States, and how far the same ought 
to be modified or repealed.”’ 

Mr. B. said he was induced to offer the forego- 
| ing amendment, feeling satisfied that there could 
/not be imagined a more corrupt and corrupting 
‘system to the morals of any country than had 
|| been created by the present pension system in 

this. He sought revision of it because it had no 
other than the most painful effect upon the indus- 
| trious classes of the community, by inducing 
a oe of following the true course by 

which wealth was to be acquired and the Treasury 
of the country to be filled—to rather look up to that 
Treasury as a never-failing spring, from whence 
their draughts were to be alwayssupplied. In sup- 
| port of this view he asked members to consider 
| the number of applicants who were daily seeking 

information as to the best manner in which they 

could prosecute their claims to be put on the list, 

and to further consider the species of evidence by 
| which these claims were supported; in too many 

instances from recollection of facts occurring nearly 
half a century back. Bat if the House agreed 
|| with him to raise the committee proposed, he 
thought they would be convinced, as he was, of 
| its ruinous and demoralizing effect. If they were 
| not, then, after full investigation, and a report 
presented to them, they would be better able to 
' act on the subject, and decide as to the persons or 














1833. 


periods at which time, if at all, they would have 
the present system extended. 
r. CHILTON considered that the proposed | 


amendment had at least novelty to recommend it, | Wilstead. 


and if adopted, its effect would be to do what was | 
sought to be done elsewhere, to involve the House || 
by introducing into it a new principle of legisla- | 
tion—an inquiry into principles of morality, &c. | 
He denied that there was in the present pension | 
system, as asserted by the honorable member, | 
anything to warrant him in describing it in the | 
terms he did, and after an eloquent and energetic 

eulogy upon the people of the West for their | 
bravery in repeated battles with the Indians, and || 
for the untiring fortitude with which they endured | 
their privations in the early settlement of that once | 
desert but now flourishing country, he insisted | 
that even if there were, as alleged, some Tories, | 
to get upon the list, or other persons by fraud, | 
that was no reason why they were not entitled as | 
well as the other patriots who enjoyed, in his | 
opinion, so deservedy the munificence bestowed | 
upon them bytheir country. He,upon this sub- | 
ject, felt warmly and deeply the debt due to the | 
remnant of those by whose arms our liberties and | 
present happiness were achieved, and instead of 

rewarding them niggardly, he was rather disposed, | 
as he trusted the House would be, to apply to 

them the beautiful words of the poet Burns, who | 
says: 








¢ Were I as rich as day, 
T would be as generous as the sun.” | 

Mr. C. concluded by an animated and length- | 
ened appeal to the magnanimity of the House in || 
support of his resolution. I 

r. BOON called for the previous question; 
= — House refused to sustain the call, after || 
whic 1} 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT remarked that it || 
was a bad practice for them to adopt, namely: on || 
leave given to have any subject introduced by | 
resolution that was likely to create debate; to | 
avoid which, on such a case occurring again, he | 
would suggest the propriety of its being with- | 
drawn; and with a view to the despatch of the || 
ordinary business of the House, he would now | 
move that the further consideration of the resolu- 
tion should be postponed until Tuesday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that when the House 
adjourned, it should adjourn over until Monday. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Amos | 
W. Brown; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and, on motion, was committed | 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and made | 
the order of the day for Monday next, and the bill | 
and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported a bill to reduce and graduate the | 
price of public lands; which was read twice, and, 
with the report, ordered to be printed, and referred 
" the Committee of the Whole on thestate of the | 

nion. 

The House refused to suspend the rule to en- | 
able Mr. ASHLEY to submit a motion that 5,000 | 
extra copies of the report and bill should be | 
printed. 

The resolution heretofore submitted by Mr. | 
HORACE EVERETT, and given in our paper, | 


calling on the Secretary of War for information | 
as to the appointment of Indian agents, was taken | 
up, and agreed to. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the || 
relief of John Moret. 

Mr. LEWIS reported a bill for the relief of || 
George Elliott. | 

Mr. MERCER reported a bill to authorize a || 
further subscription to the Chesapeake and Ohio || 
Canal Company; which, with the report and || 
resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania | 
accompanying the same, were ordered to be | 





printed. 
Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill to establish an 
additional land office in Missouri. i 
Mr. LEAVITT, a bill granting an additional | 
quantity of land for the satisfaction of revolution- | 
ary land warrants. 
r. CAVE JOHNSON, a bill for the relief of 





James L. Stokes. 
Mr. MUHLENBERG, a bill for the relief of 





s 


| ted to him, relative to a removal of the public 


| deposites from the Bank of the United States, the tion which ensued? Had -the veto been equivocal, 


| in his annual message of December, 1529, were 


| majority of both Houses of Congress, recharter- 


|| very unequivocally, his firm determination never 


January, 1831, to May, 1832, from $42,402,304 24 
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the legal representatives and heirs-at-law of John | 


Taylor, deceased; and i 
Mr. McCARTY, a bill for the relief of John | 
| 
All which bills were severally read twice, and | 
committed, | 
Mr. EVANS, of Maine, moved an adjourn- || 
ment, but withdrew his motion at the request of || 
Mr. POLK. || 
After which the House went into Committee of || 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. FOOT || 


| in the chair, for the purpose of considering the bill 


making appropriation for the service of the Gov- || 
ernment for 1834, commonly called the House 
appropriation bill. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the bill was consid- 
ered, and the blanks therein filled up, and agreed | 
to, as follows: 

For pay and mileage to members of Congress, 
$555,480. 

For payment of officers of House, &c., $32,290. | 

For printing and contingent expenses $150,000. |, 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill | 
to the House; which was read twice, and ordered 
to be engrossed for its third reading on Monday 


ext. 
And the House adjourned. 


—_— 


| 








PAPER 
READ TO THE CABINET ON THE 18TH OF SEP- | 
TEMBER, 1833. 

Having carefully and anxiously considered all 
the facts and arguments which have been submit- | 





President deems it his duty to communicate in this 
manner to his Cabinet the final conclusions of his 
own mind, and the reasons on which they are | 
founded, in order to put them in durable form, and 
to prevent misconceptions. 

The President’s convictions of the dangerous | 
tendencies of the Bank of the United States, since | 
signally illustrated by its own acts, were so over- 
powering when he entered on the duties of Chief | 
Magistrate, that he felt it his duty, notwithstand- | 
ing the objections of the friends by whom he was | 
surrounded, to avail himself of the first occasion to 
call the attention of Congress and the people to the 
question of its recharter. The opinions expressed | 


reiterated in those of December, 1830 and 1831, 
and in that of 1830 he threw out for consideration 
some suggestions in relation to a substitute, At 
the session of 1831-’2, an act was passed, bya | 


ing the present bank, upon which the President 
felt it his duty to put his constitutional veto. In 


enlarged upon the principles and views briefly | 
asserted in his annual message, declaring the bank | 
to be, in his opinion, both inexpedientand uncon- i 
stitutional, and announcing to his countrymen, 


to sanction, by his approval, the continuance of || 
upon similar principles. 1 

There are strong reasons for believing that the | 
motive of the bank in asking fora recharter at that | 
session of Congress was to make it a leading ques- | 
tion in the election of a President of the United | 
States the ensuing November, and all steps deemed | 


necessary were taken to procure from the people 


a reversal of the President’s decision. 


Although the charter was approaching its term- 
ination, and the bank was aware that it was the 
intention of the Government to use the public | 
deposite as fast as it has accrued, in the payment 
of the public debt, yet did it extend its loans from 


| ward at that particular time. 
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to $70,428,070 72, being an increase of $28,025, 
43 in sixteen months. It is confidently be- 
lieved that the leading object of this immense ex- 
tension of its loans was to bring as large a portion 
of the people as possible under its power and in- 
fluence; and it has been disclosed that some of the 
largest sums were granted on very unusual terms 
to the conductors of the public press. In some of 
these cases the motive was made manifest by the 
nominal or insufficient security taken for the loans, 
by the large amounts discounted, by the extraor- 
dinary time allowed for payment, and especially 
by the subsequent conduct of those receiving the 
accommodations, 
Having taken these preliminary steps to obtain 
control over public opinion, the bank came into 
Congress and asked a new charter. The object 


| avowed by many of the advocates of the bank was 
| to put the President to the test, that the country 


might know his final determination relative to the 
bank prior to the ensuing election, Many doc- 
uments and articles were printed and circulated at 
the expense of the bank, to bring the people to 


| a favorable decision upon its pretensions. Those 
| whom the bank appears to have made its debtors 
for the special occasion were warned of the rain 


which awaited them should the President be 9- 
tained, and attempts were made to alarm the whole 


| people by painting the depression in the price of 


property and produce, and the general losa, incon- 


| venience, and distress, which it was represented 


would immediately follow the reélection of the 
President in opposition to the bank. 
Can it now be said that the question of a re- 


|| charter of the bank was not decided at the elec- 


or had it not covered the whole ground—if it had 
merely taken exceptions to the details of the bill, 
or to the time of its passage—if it had not met the 


| whole ground of constitutionality and expediency, 
| then there might have been some plausibility for 


the allegation that the question was not decided 
by the people. It was to compel the President to 
take his stand that the question was brought for- 
He met the chal- 
lenge, willingly took the position into which his 
adversaries sought to force him, and frankly de- 
clared his unalterable opposition to the bank as 


|| being both unconstitutional and inexpedient. On 
| that ground the case was argued to the people; and 


now that the people have sustained the President, 


| notwithstanding the array of influence and power 


which was brought to bear upon him, it is too late, 


_ he confidently thinks, to say that the question has 


not been decided. Whatever may be the opinions 


| of others, the President considers his reélection as 


a decision of the people against the bank. in the 


|| concluding paragraph of his veto message, he 
id: 


said 
‘*T have now done my duty to mycountry. If 
sustained by my fellow-citizens, I shall be grateful 


_and happy; if not, I shall find in the motives 

|| which impel me ample grounds for contentment 

|| and peace.”” 

'| hi ge returning that ted and || 
eo Seton es Denia ere desires to evince his gratitude by carrying into 

| effect their decision, so far as it depends upon 


He was sustained by a just people, and he 


him. 

Of all the substitutes for the present bank which 
have been suggested, none seema to have united 
any considerable portion of the public in its favor. 
Most of them are liable to the same constitutional 
objections for which the present bank has been 


'| that institution, or the establishment of any other || condemned, and perhaps to all there are strong 


objections on the score of expediency. In ridding 
the country of an irresponsible power, which has 
attempted to control the Government, care must 
be taken not to unite the same power with the Ex- 
ecutive branch. To give a President the control 
over the currency end the power over individuals 
now possessed by the Bank of the United States, 
even with the materiai difference that he is respon- 
sible to the people, would be as objectionable and 
as dangerous as to leave it asitis, Neither one 
nor the other is necessary, and therefore ought 
not to be resorted to. ” 

On the whole the President considers it as con- 
clusively settled that the charter of the Bank of 
the United States will not be renewed, and he has 
no reasonable ground to believe that any substitute 
will be established. Being bound to regulate his 


course by the laws as they exist, and not to antici- 








pork’ 








— 





ee 


pate the interference of the legislative power for | gradual, otherwise much suffering and distress will 
| be brought upon the community. 
for him seasonably to consider the means by which | not a work of months only, but of years, and the | 


the purpose of framing new systems, it is proper 
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It ought to be 





the services rendered by the Bank of the United || President thinks it cannot, with due attention to || 


States are to be performed after its charter shall || the interests of the people, be longer 


expire. 

he existing laws declare, that ** the deposites 
of the money of the United States, in places in 
which the said bank and branches thereof may be 
established, shall be made in said bank or branches 
thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall 


ease the Secretary of the Treasury shall imme- 
diately lay before Congress, if in session, and #f 
not, immediately after the commencement of the 
next session, the reasons of such order or direc- 
tion.” 

The power of the Secretary of the Treasury 
over the deposites is unqualified. The provision 
that he shall report his reasons to Congress is no 
limitation. Had it not been inserted, he would 
have been responsible to Congress had he made a 
removal for any other than good reasons, and his 
responsibility now ceases upon the rendition of 
sufficient ones to Congress. The only object of 

provision is to make his reasons accessible to 

gress, and enable that body the more readily 
OJadee of their soundness and purity, and there- 
upon to make such further provision by law as the 
legislative power may think proper in relation to 
the deposite of the public money. Those reasons 
may be very diversified. It was asserted by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, without contradiction, 
as early as 1817, that he had power * to control 
the proceedings’”’ of the Bank of the United States 
at any moment, “ by changing the deposites to the 
State banks,’’ should it pursue an illiberal course 
towards those institutions; that ‘* the Secretary of 
the Treasury will always be disposed to support 
the credit of the State banks, and will invariab) 
direct transfers from the deposites of the public 
money in aid of their legitimate exertions to main- 
tain their credit;’’ and heasserted a right to employ 
the State banks when the Bank of the United States 
should refuse to receive on deposite the notes of 
such State banks as the public interest required 
should be received in payment of the public dues. 
In severai instances he did transfer the public 
deposites to State banks, in the immediate vicinity 
of branches, for reasons connected only with the 
safety of those banks, the public convenience, and 
the interests of the Treasury. 

If it was lawful for Mr. Crawford, the Secretary 
of the Treasury at that time, to act on these prin- 
ciples, it will be difficult to discover any sound 
reason against the anplication of similar principles 
in still stronger cases. And it is a matter of sur- 
a that a power which, in the infancy of the 

ank, was freely asserted as one of the ordinary | 
and familiar duties of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, should now be gravely questioned, and at- 
tempts made to excite and alarm the public mind, 
as if some new and unheard-of er was about | 
to be usurped by the Executive branch of the 
Government. 








| 


| the best substitute to be adopted in the place of 
_ the Bank of the United States, and the President H 


exclusively on one of the executive departments. 
It is useless now to inquire why this high and | 
important power was surrendered by those who 
are peculiarly and appropriately the guardians 
_ of the public money. P 

| But as the President presumes that the charter to 
the bank is to be considered as a contract on the 
| part of the Government, it is not now in the power 
of Congress to disregard its stipulations; and by || 
| the terms of that contract the public money is to || 
| be deposited in the bank during the continuance 
| of its charter, unlessthe Secretary of the Treasury 
| shall otherwise direct. Unless, therefore, the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury first acts, Congress have 
| no power over the subject, for they cannot add a 
| new clause to the charter, or strike one out of it, 
| without the consent of the bank, and consequently 
| the public money must remain in that institution to 
| the last hour of its existence, unless the Secretary 
| of the Treasury shall remove it at an earlier day. 


utive branch of t \ 
long before the expiration of the charter the public 


i 
| 


the President anxiousl { 
| the exercise of doubtful powers, and to avoid all 
interference with the rights and duties of others, 


| fully and firmly met, and the 


ostponed. 
. is safer to begin it too soon than to delay it too 
ong. 


it is for the wisdom of Congress to decide upon 





would have felt himself relieved from a heavy and 
at any time otherwise order and direct, in which ] 


painful responsibility if, in the charter to the bank, || 
Congress had reserved to itself the power of direct- |, 
ing, at its pleasure, the public money to be else- | 
where deposited, and had not devolved that power || 
| 


| 





erhaps it was an oversight. 





| 
} 
} 








The eae is thus thrown upon the Exec- || 
e Government of deciding how 


interest will require the deposites to be placed else- 
where. And although, according to the frame and 
principle of our Government, this decision would 
seem more properly to belong to the legislative || 

ower, yet as the law has imposed it upon the 

xecutive Department, the duty ought to be faith- 
ecision made and 
executed upon the best lights that can be obtained, 
and the best judgment that can be formed. It 
would ill become the executive branch of the 
Government to shrink from any duty which the 
law imposes on it, to fix upon others the respon- || 
sibility which justly belongs to itself. And while || 
wishes to abstain from 








he must yet, with unshaken constancy, discharge 


| 


| 
i 


i 
| 


j 
| 


to the termination of the charter of the present || 


bank. It is considered as the decision of the 
country that it shall then cease to exist, and no 
man, the President believes, has reasonable ground 
for expectation that any other Bank of the United 
States will be created by Congress. To the Treas- 
ury Department is intrusted the safe-keeping and 
faithfal applications of the public moneys. A plan 
of collection different from the present must there- 
fore be introduced and oa in complete operation, 
before the dissolution of the present bank. When 
shall it be commenced? Shall no step be taken in 
this essential concern until the charter expires, 
and the Treasury finds itself without an agent, its 
accounts in confusion, with no depository for its 
funds, and the whole business of the Government 
deranged? or shall it be delayed until six months, 
ora year, or two years before the expiration of the 
charter? It is obvious that any new system which 
may be substituted in the place of the Bank of the 
United States could not be suddenly carried into 
effect on the termination of its existence without 
serious inconvenience to the Government and the 
people. Its vast amount of notes are then to be 
redeemed and withdrawn from circulation, and its 
immense debt collected These operations must be 


his own obligations, and cannot allow himself to 
turn aside in order to avoid any responsibility 
which the high trust with which he has been 
honored requires him to encounter; and it being 
the duty of one of the executive departments to 
decide in the first instance, subject to the future 


|, action of the legislative power, whether the public 


Jeposites shall remain in the Bank of the United 
States until the end of its existence, or be with- 


| drawn some time before, the President has felt 
it is but a little more than two and a half years 


himself bound to examine the question carefully 
and deliberately, in order to make up his jadgment 
on the subject: and in his opinion the near approach 


| of the termination of the charter, and the public 
| considerations heretofore mentioned, are of them- 





| 


| 
| 


| 


selves amply sufficient to justify the removal of 
the deposites without reference to the conduct of 
the bank, or theif safety in its keeping. 

But in the conduct of the bank mey be found 
other reasons very imperative in their character, 
and which require prompt action. Developments 
have been made from time to time of its faithless- 
ness as a public agent, its misapplication of public 
funds; its interference in elections; its efforts, by 
the machinery of committees, to deprive the Gov- 
ernment directors of a full knowledge of its con- 
cerns; and above all, its flagrant misconduct, as 
recently and unexpectedly disclosed, in placing all 
the funds of the bank, including the money of the 
Government, at the disposition of the president of 
the bank, as means of operating upon public opin- 
ion and procuring ‘a new chatter, without requiring 


him to render a voucher for their disbursement. 


A brief recapitulation of the facts.which justif 

these charges, and which have come to the knowl- 
edge of the public and the President, will, he 
thinks, remove every reasonable doubt as to the 
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| course which it is now the duty of the President 
to pursue. 


e have seen that in sixteen months, ending in 
May, 1832, the bank had extended its loans more 
than $28.000,000, although it knew the Govern- 
ment intended to appropriate most of its larve 
eens that year in payment of the public 
debt. It was in May, 1832, tbat its loans arrived 
at the maximum; and in the preceding March go 
sensible was the bank that it would not be able to 
pay over the public deposite when it would be 
required by the Government, that it commenced a 
secret negotiation, without the approbation or 
knowledge of the Government, with the agents, 
for about $2,700,000 of the three per cent. stocks 
held in Holland, with a view of inducing them not 
to come forward for payment for one or more 
years after notice should be given by the Treas- 
ury Department. This arrangement would have 
enabled the bank to keep and use during that time 
the public money set apart for the payment of 
these stocks. 

After this negotiation had commenced, the Sec- 
nd, of the Treasury informed the bank that it 
was his intention to pay off one half of the three 
per cents. on ‘the first of the succeeding July, 
which amounted to about $6,500,000. ‘The pres- 
ident of the bank, although the committee of 
investigation was then looking into its affairs at 
Philadelphia, came immediately to Washington, 


| and upon representing that the bank was desirous 


of accommodating the importing merchants at 
New York, (which it failed to do,) and, under- 
taking to pay the interest itself, procured the con- 
sent of the Secretary, after consultation with the 
President, to postpone the payment until the suc- 
ceeding Ist of October. 

Conscious that at the end of that quarter the 
bank would not be able to pay over the deposites, 
and that further indulgence was not to be expected 
of the Government, an agent was despatched to 
England secretly to negotiate with the holders of 


| the public debt in meet re induce them by the 


offer of an equal or higher interest than that paid 
by the Government to hold back their claims for 
one year, during which the bank expected thus 
to retain the use of $5,000,000 of the public money 
which the Government should set apart for the 
payment of that debt. The agent made an ar- 
rangement on terms, in part, which were indirect 
violation of the charter of the bank, and when 
some incidents connected with this secret negoti- 
ation accidentally came to the Knowledge of the 
public and the Government, then, and not before, 
so much of it as was palpably in violation of the 
charter was disavowed! A modification of the 
rest was attempted with the view of getting the 


| certificates without payment of the money, and 


thus absolving the Government from its liability 
to the holders. In thisscheme the bank was par- 
tially successful, but to this day the certificates of 
a portion of these stocks have not been paid, and 
the bank retains the use of the money. 

This effort to thwart the Government in the pay- 
ment of the public debt, that it might retain the 
public money to be used for their private interests, 
palliated by pretences notoriously unfounded and 
insincere, would have justified the instant with- 
drawal of the public deposites. The negotiation 
itself rendered doubtful the ability of the bank to 
meet the demands of the Treasury, and the mis- 
representations by which it was attem to be 
justified, proved that no reliance could be placed 
upon ‘its allegations. 

If the question of a removal of the deposites pre- 
sented itself to the Executive in the same attitude 
that it appeared before the House of Represent- 
atives at their last session, their resolution in rela- 
tion to the safety of the deposites would be entitled 
to more weight, although the decision of the ques- 
tion of removal has been corifided by law to 
another Department of the Government. But the 
question now occurs, attended by other circum- 
stances and new disclosures of the most serious 
import. It is true that in the e of the Pres- 
ident, which prodwéed this inquiry and resolution 
on the part of the House of Representatives, it 
was his object to obtein the aid of that in 
making a thorough examination into the conduct 
and condition of the bank and its branches, in 
order to enable the Executive Department to decide 
whether thé pablic money was longer safe in its 


- 
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hands. The limited power of the Secretary of the | 
Treasury over the subject, disabled him from 
making the investigation as fully and satisfactorily 
as it could be done by a committee of the House of 
Representatives, and hence the President desired 
the assistance of Congress to obtain for the Treas- 
ury Department a full knowledge of all the facts 
which were necessary to guide his judgment. But 
it was not his purpose, as the language of his mes- 
sage will show, to ask the representatives of the 
eople to assume a responsibility which did not 
felone to them, and relieve the executive branch 
of the Government from the duty which the law 
had imposed upon it. It is due to the President 
that his object in that proceeding should be dis- 
tinctly understood, and that he should acquit him- | 
self of all suspicion of seeking to escape from the | 
erformance of his own duties, or.of desiring to | 
interpose another body between himself and the 
pane in order to avoid a measure which he is | 
called upon to meet. 


But although, as an act of | 
justice to himself, he disclaims any design of so- | 
liciting the opinion of the House of Representa- 
tives in relation to his own duties, in order to shel- 
ter himself from responsibility under the sanction | 
of their counsel, yet he is at all times ready to lis- 
ten to the suggestions of the representatives of the 
people, whether given voluntarily or upon solicita- 
tion, and to consider them with the profound re- | 
spect to which all will admit that they are justly 
entitled. Whatever may be the consequences, | 
however, to himself, he must finally form his | 
own judgment where the Constitution and the law 
makes it his duty to decide, and must act accord- 
ingly; and he is bound to suppose that such a 
course on his part will never be regarded by that | 
elevated body asa mark of disrespect to itself: but 
that they will, on the contrary, esteem it the 
strongest evidence he can give of his fixed resolu- 
tion conscientiously to discharge his duty to them 
and the country. 

A new state of things has, however, arisen since | 
the close of the last session of Congress, and evi- | 
dence has since been laid before the President 
which he is persuaded would have led the House 
of Representatives to a different conclusion if it had | 
come to their knowledge. The fact that the bank | 
controls, and in some cases substantially owns, and | 
by its money supports some of the leading presses | 
of the country, is now more clearly established. 
Editors to whom it loaned extravagant sums in 
1831 and 1832, on unusual time and nominal se- 
curity, have since turned out to be insolvent, and | 
to others apparently in no better condition, accom- 
modations still more extravagant, on terms more 
unusual, and some without any security, have | 
also been heedlessly granted. 

The allegation which has so often circulated | 
through these channels, that the Treasury was | 
bankrupt and the bank was sustaining it, when for | 
many years there has not been less, on an average, | 
than six’ millions of public money in that institu- 
tion, might be passed over as a harmless misrepre- 
sentation; but when it is attempted, by substantial 
acts, to impair the credit of the Government and 
tarnish the honer of the country, such charges re- 
quire more serious attention. With six millions | 
of public money in its vaults, after having had the 
use of from five to twelve millions for nine years, 
without interest, it became the purchaser of a bill | 
drawn by our Government on that of France for 
about $900,000, being the first instalment of the 
French indemnity. The purchase money was left 
in the use of the bank, being simply added to the 
Treasury deposite. The bank sold the bill in Eng- 
land, the holder sent it to France for collection, 
and arrangements not having been made by the 
French Government for its payment, it was taken 
up by the agents of the bank in Paris with the 
funds of the bank in their hands. Under these 
circumstances, it has, through its organs, openly 
assailed the credit of the Government, and has ac- 
tually made, and. persists in a demand, of fifteen 
per cent., or $158,842 77, as damages, when no 
damage, or none beyond eome trifli 
has, in fact, been sustained, and when the bank had 
in itg own possession on deposite several millions 


|| one committee. 


'| report of the public directors, that on the 30ih 


|| lution, viz: 


|| take such measures in regard to the circulation of 
|| the contents of the said article, either in whole or 
|| in part, as he may deem most for the interest of 


'| For another large portion no vouchers whatever 
expense, | 





of the public money which it was then using for 
its own profit. Is a fiscal agent of the Govern- 
ment which thus seeks to enrich iteelf at the ex- 
pense of the public worthy of further trust? 
‘Fhere are other important facts not in-the con- 





templation of the House of Representatives, or | 
not known to the members at the time they voted | 
for the resolution. 1) 
Although the charter and the rules of the bank | 
both declare that ‘* not less than seven directors” || 
| shall be necessary to the transaction of business, 
| yet the most important business, even that of | 
granting discounts to any extent, is intrusted toa || 
| committee of five members, who do not report to | 
the board. 
| To cut off all means of communication with the || 
| Government ia relation to its most important acts 
| atthe commencement of the present year, not one 
of the Government directors was placed on any || 
And although since, by an un- || 
usual remodelling of those bodies, some of those 
directors have been placed on some of the com- 
mittees, they are yet entirely excluded from the 
committee of exchange, through which the 
greatest and most objectionable loans have been 
made, 
When the Government directors made an effort 
to bring back the business of the bank to the board, 





but altered the rule so as to make it conform to || 
the practice, in direct violation of one of the moat 
important provisions of the charter which gave 
them existence. 

It has long been known that the president of the 
bank, by his single will, originates and executes 
many of the most important measures connected 
with the management and credit of the bank, and 
that the committee, as well as the board of direct- || 
ors, are left in entire ignoranceof many acts done, 
and correspondence carried on in their names, and 
apparently under their authority. The fact has || 
been recently disclosed, that an unlimited discre- 
tion has been, and is now, vested in the president || 
of the bank to expend its funds in payment for 
preparing and circulating articles, and purchasing 
pamphlets and newspapers, calculated by their 
contents to operate on elections, and secure a re- 
newal of its charter. It appears, from the official 


November, 1830, the president submitted to the 
board an article published in the American Quar- 
terly Review, containing favorable notices of the 
bank, and suggested the expediency of giving it a || 
wider circulation at the expense of the bank; 
whereupon the board passed the following resolu- || 


‘* Resolved, That the president be authorized to 





the bank.’’ 

By an entry in the minutes of the bank, dated 
March 11th, 1831, it appears that the president | 
had not only caused a large edition of that article 
to be issued, but had also, before the resolution 
of 30th November was adopted, procured to be 
printed and widely circulated numerous copies of 
the reports of General Smita and Mr. McDurrigz 
in favor of the bank, and on that day he sug- 
gested the expediency of extending his power to 
the printing of other articles which might subserve 
the purposes of the institution. Whereupon the 
following resolution was adopted, viz: 

‘* Resolved, That the president is hereby author- 
ized to cause to be prepared and circulated such 
documents and papers as may communicate to the 
people information in regard to the nature and 
operations of the bank.”’ 

The expenditures purporting to have been made 
under authority of these resolutions during the 
years 1831 and 1832, were about $80,000. Fora 
portion of these expenditures vouchers were ren- 
dered, from which it appears that they. were in- 
curred in the purchase of some hundred thousand 
copies of newspapers, reports, and speeches made 
in Congress, reviews of the veto message, and 
reviews of speeches against the bank, &c., &c. 













were rendered, but the various sums were paid 
on orders of the president of the bank, makin 
reference to the resolution of the 11th of March, 
1831. 

On ascertaining these facts, and perceiving that 
expenditures of a similar character were still con- 


'| money of the bank had in fact been a 
_ the objects contemplated by these resolutions, as 
| obnoxious as they were, the board renewed the 


A 


| 
| 


g |p 


61 


—_ 





specific account of these expenditures, showing 
the objects to which they had been applied, and 
the persons to whom the money had been paid. 
This reasonable proposition was voted down. 
They also offered a resolution rescinding the 


| resolutions of November, 1830, and March, 1831. 
.| This also was rejected. 


Not content with thus refusing to recall the ob- 


| Noxious power, or even to require such an account 
|| of the expenditure as would show whether the 


pplied te 


power already conferred, and even enjoined re- 
newed attention to its exercise by adoping the 
following, in leu of the propositions submitted 
by the Government directors, viz: 

** Resolved, Tnat the board have confidence in the 
wisdom and integrity of the president, nnd in the 


| propriety of the resolutions of 30th November, 


1830, and 11th March, 1831, and entertain a full 
conviction of the necessity of a renewed attention 


| to the object of those resolutions, and that the 
|| in obedience to the charter and the existing regu- | 


|| lations, the board not only overruled their attempt, 


resident be authorized and requested to continue 
is exertions for the promotion of said object.” 
Taken in connexion with the nature of the ex- 


|| penditures heretofore made, as recently disclosed, 


which the board not only tolerate, but approve, 


| this resolution puts the fands of the bank at the 
disposition of the president, for the purpose of 
| employing the whole press of the country in the 


service of the bank, to hire writers and newspapers, 
and to pay out such sums as he pleases, to what 
person and for what services he pleases, without 


| the responsibility of rendering any specific aecount. 
| The bank is thus converted into a vast electioneer- 


ing engine, with means to embroil the country 


in deadly feuds, and, under cover of expenditures, 


in themselves improper, extend its corruption 


| through all the ramifications of society. 


Some of the items for which accounta have 


| been rendered show the construction which has 
| been given to the resolutions, and the wa 


in 
which the power it confers has been exerted. The 


money has not been expended merely in the pub- 


lication and distribution of speeches, reports of 


committees, or articles written for the purpose of 


| showing the constitutionality or usefulness of the 


bank. But publications have been prepared and 


| extensively circulated containing the grossest in- 


vectives against the officers of the Government; 
and the money which belongs to the stockholders 
and to the public has been freely applied in ef- 
forts to degrade, in public estimation, those who 
were supposed to be instrumental in resisting the 


| wishes of this grasping and dangerous institution. 


As the president of the bank has not been re- 
quired. to settle his accounts, no one but himself 
knows how much more than the sum already men- 
tioned may have been squandered, and for which 
a credit may hereafter be claimed in his account 
under this most extraordinary resolution. With 
these facts before us can we be surprised at the 
torrent of abuse incessantly poured out against all 
who are supposed to stand in the way of the cu- 
pidity or ambition of the Bank of the United States? 
Can we be surprised at sudden and unexpected 
chaoges of opinion in favor of an institution 
which has millions to lavish, and avows its determ- 
ination not to spare its means when they are 
necessary to accomplish its purposes? The re- 
fusal to render an account of the manner in which 
a part of the money expended has been applied, 
gives _ cause for the suspicion that it has been 
used for purposes which it is not deemed prudent 
to ex to the eyes of an intelligent and virtuous 
people. Those who act justly do not shun the 
light, nor do they refuse explanations when the 
propriety of their conduct is brought into ques- 
tion. 

With these facts before him in an official re- 
ort from the Government directors, the Pres- 
ident would feel that he was not only responsible 
for ail the abuses and corruptions the bank has 
committed, or may commit, but almost an accom- 

lice in a a againet that Government 
which he has sworn honestly to administer, if he 
did not take every step within his constitutional 
and legal power likely to be efficient in putting an. 


| end to these enormities. If it be possible, within 





tinued, the Government directors, a few weeks | the scope of human affairs, to find a reason for 
ago, offered a resolution in the board, calling for a |! removing the Government deposites, and leaving 
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the bank to ite own resource for the means of ef- 


fecting its criminal designs, we have it here. Vivs | 


it expected, when the moneys of the United States 
were directed to be placed in that bank, that they 


would be put under the control of one man, em- || States now does; must render all the services || 
i} 


powered to spend millions without rendering a 
voucher or specifying the object? Can they be 
considered safe, with the evidence before us that 
tens of thousands have been spent for highly im- 
proper, if not corrupt, purposes, and that the same 
motive may lead to the expenditure of hundreds 
of thousands; and even millions more? And can 
we justify ourselves to the people by longer lend- 
ing to it the money and power of the Government | 
to be employed for such purposes? 

It has been alleged by some as an objection to 
the removal! of the deposites, that the bank has the 
power, and in that event will have the disposition, | 
tp destroy the State banks employed by the Gov- 
ernment, and bring distress upon the country. It 
has been the fortune of the President to encounter 
dangers which were represented as equally alarm- 
ing, and he has seen them vanish before resolution 
and energy. Pictures equally appalling were 
paraded before him when this bank came to de- 
mand a new charter. But what was the result? 
Has the sountry been ruined, or even distressed ? 
Was it ever more prosperous than since that act ? 
The President verily believes the bank has not the 
power to produce the calamities its friends threat- | 
en. The funds of the Government will not be 
annihilated by being transferred, They will im- 
mediately be issued for the benefit of trade, and if 
the Bank of the United States curtails its loans, 
the State banks, strengthened by the public depos- 
ites, will extend theirs. What comes in through 
one bank will go out through others, and the equi- | 
librium will be preserved. Should the bank, for 
the mere purpose of producing distress, press its 
debtors more heavily than someof them can bear, 
the consequences will recoil upon itself, and in the | 
attempts to embarrass the country, it will only | 
bring loss and ruin upon the holders of its own 
etock. Butif the President believed the bank pos- | 
sessed all the power which has been attributed to 
it, his determination would only be rendered the | 
more inflexible. If, indeed, this corporation now | 
holds in its hands the happiness and prosperity of | 
the American people, it is high time to take the 
alarm. Ifthe despotism be already upon us, and | 


our only safety is in the mercy of the despot, re- || 


cent developments in relation to his designs and 
the means he employs, show how necessary it is | 
to shake it off. 
less distress to the people, or under more favor- | 
able auspices than at the present moment. 

All doubt as to the willingness of the State banks | 
to undertake the service of the Government, to the | 
same extent and on the same terms as it is now | 
performed by the Bank of the United States, is | 
put to rest by the report of the agent recently em- | 

ployed to collect information; and from that wil- | 
iereens their own safety in the operation may | 
be confidently inferred. Knowing their own re- | 
sources better than they can be known by others, 
it is not to be supposed that they would be willing | 
to place themseives in a situation which they can- 
not occupy without danger of annihilation or em- 
barrassment. The only consideration applies to 
the safety of the public funds, if deposited in those 
institutions. And when it is seen that the directors | 
of many of them are not only willing to pledge | 
the character and capital of the corporations in | 
giving success to this measure, but also their own | 
property and reputation, we cannot doubt that | 
they, at least, believe the public deposites would | 
besafe in their management. The President thinks | 
that these facts and circumstances afford as strong | 
a guarantee as can be had in human affairs for the | 
safety of the public funds, and the practicability | 
of a new system of collection and disbursement | 
through the agency of the State banks. 

From all these considerations the President | 
thinks that the State banks ought immediately to | 
be employed in the collection and disbursement of | 
the public revenue, and the funds now in the Bank | 
of the United States drawn out with all convenient | 
despatch. The safety of the public moneys, if | 
deposited in the State banks, must be secured be- | 
yond all reasonable doubts; but the extent and 
nature of the security, in addition to their capital, 
if any be deemed necessary, is a subject of detail 





The struggle can never come with || 





| Bank of the United States is the power which it 
| concentrates, care must be taken in finding other | 


| State banks, the Government must not, in any re- || 
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edly give its anxious attention. The banks to be | 
employed must remit the moneys of the Govern- || 
ment without charge, as the Bank of the United || 


which that bank now performs; must keep the || 
Government advised of their situation by periodi- | 
cal returns; in fine, in any arrangement with the | 


spect, be placed on a worse footing than it now is. [ 
The President is happy to perceive by the report | 
of the agent, that the banks which he has con- || 
sulted have, in general, consented to perform the || 
service on these terms, and that those in New 
York have further agreed to make payments in || 
London without other charge than the mere cost 
of the bills of exchange. 

It should also be enjoined upon any banks | 
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to which the Treasury Department will undoubt- | question, he trusts the Secretary of the Treasury 


will see only the frank and respectful declarations 
of the opinions which the President has formed on 
a measure of great national interest, deeply affect- 
ing the character and usefulness of his Adminis- 
tration; and not a spirit of dictation, which the 
President would be as careful to avoid as ready to 
resist. Happy will he be if the facts now disclosed 
produce uniformity of opinion and unity of action 
among the*members of the Administration. 

The President again repeats that he begs his 
Cabinet to consider the proposed measure as hig 
own, in the support of which he shall require no 


| one of them to make a sacrifice of opinion or prin- 


ciple. Its responsibility has been assumed, after 
the most mature deliberation and reflection, as 
necessary to preserve the morals of the people, the 
freedom of the press, and the purity of the elective 


which may be employed, that it will be expected || franchise, without which all will unite in saying 


of them to facilitate domestic exchanges for the 
benefit of internal commerce; to grant all reason- 


| that the blood and treasure expended by our fore- 
| fathers in the establishment of our happy system 


able facilities to the payers of the revenue; to ex- || of Government will have been vain an 


ercise the utmost liberality towards the other State || 
hanks; and do nothing uselessly to embarrass the || 
Bank of the United States. 

As one of the most serious objections to the | 


agents for the service of the Treasury not to raise 
up another power equally formidable. Although 





| it would probably be impossible to produce such 


| tion which has already attempted to subject the 
| Government to its will. 





| 





a result by any organization of the State banks 
which maak be devised, yet it is desirable to avoid | 
even the appearance. To this end it would be 
expedient to assume no more power over them, 





and interfere no more in their affairs than might | 


be absolutely necessary to the security of the pub- | 
lic deposite, and the faithful performance of their | 
duties as agents of the Treasury. Any inter- | 
ference by them in the political contests of the | 
country witha view to influence elections, ought, || 
in the opinion of the President, to be followed by 
an immediate discharge from the public service. 

It is the desire of the President that the control |; 
of the banks and the currency shall, as far as pos- || 
sible, be entirely separated from the political power 
of the country, as well as wrested from an institu- 


In his opinion the action | 
of the General Government on this subject ought 
not to extend beyond the grant in the Constitution, 
which only authorizes Congress ‘‘to coin money 
and regulate the value thereof;’’ all else belongs 
to the States and the people, and must be regulated 
by public opinion and the interests of trade. 

In conclusion, the President must be permitted 
to remark that he looks upon the pending question 
as of higher consideration than the mere transfer 
of a sum of money from one bank to another. Its 
decision may affect the character of our Govern- 
ment for ages to come. Should the bank be suf- 
fered longer to use the public moneysin the accom- 
plishment of its purposes, with the proofs of its 
faithlessness and corruption before our eyes, the 

triotic among our citizens will despair of success 
in struggling against its power, and we shall be 
responsible for entailing it upon our country for- 
ever. Viewing it asa question of transcendent 
importance, both in the principlesand consequences 
it involves, the President could not, in justice to 
the responsibility which he owes to the country, 
refrain from pressing upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury his view of the considerations which im- || 
pel to immediate action. Upon him has been de- || 
volved, by the Constitution and the suffrages of 
the American people, the duty of superintending 
the operation of the executive departments of the 
Government, and seeing that the laws are faithfully 
executed. In the performance of this high trust 
it is his undoubted right to express to those whom 
the laws and his own choice have made his asso- 
ciates in the administration of the Government, his 
opinion of their duties under circumstances as they 
arise. It is this right which he now exercises. 
Far be it from him to expect or require that any | 
member of the Cabinet should, at his request, or- 
der, or dictation, do any act which he believes |) 
unlawful, or in his conscience condemns. From || 
them, and from his fellow-citizens in general, he 
desires only that aid and support which their rea- 
son approves and their conscience sanctions. | 

In theremarks he has made on this all-important 
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fruitless, 
Under these convictions he feels that a measure so 
important to the American people cannot be com- 
menced too soon, and he therefore names the first 
day of October next as a period proper for the 
change of the deposites, or sooner, provided the 
necessary arrangements with the State banks can 
be made. ANDREW JACKSON. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 


To the Secretary of the Treasury, on the Annual 
Operations of the Office, dated Nov. 30, 1833. 
Generac Lanp Orrice, 
November 30, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor of submitting to your 
examination, and for the consideration of the 


| Government, a report of the operations of this 


office during the past year, and the present condi- 
tion of the same, with its arrears of business, and 
the necessary action of Congress to enable it to 


| discharge its various duties with more prompt- 
| ness, and with that justice which is due to the 


parties interested and to the public service. 
The annexed document, marked A, shows the 


| periods to which the question accounts of the 


receivers have been rendered to this office, as also 
the monthly abstracts of sales and receipts, and the 
admitted balances remaining in tie hands of the 
receivers at the respective dates of their last re- 
turns. With few exceptions, the land officers have 
been very prompt in transmitting to this office their 


_ monthly and quarterly statements ag required by 


law and the regulations of the Department.. 

The accompanying statement marked B, exhib- 
its for the year 1832, and the first three quarters 
of 1833, the amount of public lands sold in the re- 


| spective States and Territories; the several amounts 


received in cash, in forfeited land stock, in military 
bounty land scrip, and the total amount of pur- 
chase money, with the amount paid into the Treas- 
ury. From which statement it will appear that 
the sales of the first three quarters ef 1833 have 
exceeded those of the corresponding quarters of 
1832, 532,838 acres, $655,080 of purchase money, 
and of amount paid into the Treasury the sum of 
$609,838. This excess can be accounted for in 
the increasing disposition for emigration which 

ervades the Atlantic States and many portions of 

urope, and in the persevering industry and en- 
terprise of our western and southwestern popula- 
tion. Itis not improbable that the sales for the 
present year will amount to three millions of acres, 
and the money paid into the public Treasury ex- 
ceed three millions of dollars. In many of the 
districts the largest sales frequently occur in the 
last quarter of the year. 

I have caused to be prepared the tabular state- 
ment marked C, which presents, at one view, the 
sales of the public lands under the cash system 
from its commencement, on the Ist of July, 1820, 
to the end of the year 1832. It exhibits the quan- 
tity sold at the several land offices in each year, 
with the teamount at each office during the 
whole of that period, as also the amount sold in 


each year in the several States and Territories, to- 
gether with the total amount in each State and Ter- 
ritory, with the grand total. This statement also 





1833. 











sales, with the exception of the year 1832, whic 

did not equal those of 1831 by 315,514 acres; in 
consequence, principally, of thegeneral prevalence 
of the Asiatic cholera in many of those districts to 


shows the pe eae increase of the ordinar | 
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| 


} 
t 


t 


ally emanates, and the Indian war which pervaded || 


the northern frontier of Illincis and the western 
part of Michigan. ; 

A schedule of forfeited land stock, issued and 
received at the several land offices, under the pro- 
visions of the acts of Congress of May 23, 1828, 
March 31, 1830, and July 9, 1832, is herewith ap- 
pended, marked D. It shows the amount issued 
and received at each office in each of the years 
1828, 1¢29, 1830, 1831, 1832, and the first three | 
quarters of 1833; the total amount issued and re- 
ceived in each year; the whole amount at each office 








have contributed to throw this species of 
so rapidly upon the Government. 

The appropriation of seven thousand dollars 
made at the last session of Congress for extra 


| clerk hire for this office, has enabled me to pro- 
which emigration tended, and from which it usu- || 


gress with its current business toa very consider- 
able extent, and to great advantage to those most 
paterested, and to the Government. Out of that 


|| appropriatiun there have been opened twenty-two 


| tract books, containing the entries of the tracts 


during that period; with their respective grand || 


totals. The small balance of less than $16,400 of 
the whole amount issued remained to be received 
and eccounted for at this office on the 30th of 
September last. - 

By the act of May 30, 1830, there were appro- 


entry, in Onio, Indiana, and [linois, to satisfy the | 
unlocated military bounty land warrants of the 
Virginia State line and navy; 50,000 acres of the 
Virginia Continental line, and an unlimited quan 


tity for the United States military warrants, for || 


services rendered in the revolutionary war; and | 
scrip was authorized to be issued in eighty-acre | 


of 504 townships; the posting of about 17,000 || 


entries of lands sold, besides the writing and rec- 
ordin8 of more than 13,000 patents, and the 
performance of a large amount of miscellaneous 
business equally pressing and important. 


from that appropriation, the force of the office 


|| provided by law has been inadequate to the dis- 


charge of its current duties, and leaving, at the 


| close of the present year, a greater aggregate 
| amount of arrears than existed on the Ist of Jan- 


tracts in lieu of said warrants. The act of July || 


13, 1832, made an additional appropriation of | 
300,000 acres for the Virginia Continental line, and | 
the State line and navy; end, by the act of March 
2, 1833, the further quantity of 200,000 acres was 
appropriated for the Virginia warrants, to be lo- 
cated on any of the public lands liable to sale at 


private entry; making atotal for Virginia warrants | 


of 810,000 acres. Of this quantity scrip had been 
issued, or prepared to be issued, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on the 15:h of November instant, | 
for 772,424 acres, leaving a balance of 37,576 acres, 
the warrants for which have been filed, and the | 
scrip will be issued thereon so soon as the title 
apers thereof shall be completed. The schedule 
ail annexed, marked E, exhibits a summary 
statement of the number of warrants which have 
been satisfied of each class or description; the 
quantity of land for which scrip has been issued; | 
its amount in money, at one dollar and twenty-five | 
cents per acre; together with the total number of 
certificates of scrip issued. Virginia warrants have 
already been filed. 
ing the amount which can be satisfied with scrip | 
out of the appropriations which have been made. | 
I have no means of ascertaining the amount of out- | 
standing Virginia warrants not yet filed in this 
office, and it will be for the decision of Congress | 
whether further provisions shall be made to satisfy 
the same. 

The annexed statement, marked F’, shows the 
amount, in money, of the military land scrip re 
ceived in payment for public lands at the several 
land offices in the years 1830, 1831, 1832, and 
the first three quarters of 1833, with the total 
amount in each year in each State and at each 
office, with the grand total. It will appear from 
this statement, that of the whole amount of scrip | 
ssued, ($1,063,592,) there had been received at 
the land offices and accounted for at this office, 
on the 30th of September last, the sum of $754,827; | 
and that of this sum more than one half has 
been taken at the Zanesville office, in Ohio, and | 
at the office of Indianapolis, in Indiana. It is | 
altogether, in my opinion, irreconcilable with the 
ordinary course of such business, and the usual 
current of public sales, that so large a portion 
should have been received at these two offices, 
without the connivance or direct agency of the 
land officers and their clerks, or one or more of 
them at each office, by which scrip has been 
taken in cases where otherwise cash would have 
been received. Other offices have also received 
and transmitted an unexpected amount; in conse- | 
quence of which measures have been taken to 
ascertain the facts and circumstances connected 
with these transactions, and explanations have 
been required of the officers. Before the close of 
the present session of Congress the Department 
will be able to show the causes and agencies which 
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'| effect, abstracted that sum from the appropriation 


| for the salaries of the permanent clerks. I would, 


for about 10,000 acres, exceed- || 


it 
| 


uary last, 
On the passage of the act of March 2, 1833, 


|| providing for the anpointment of a secretary to 
priated 260,000 acres of land, subject to private || 


sign patents in the name of the President, there 
were written and recorded, and prepared for sig- 


|| nature, more than twenty thousand patents for 


lands sold. In consequence of the provisions of 
that act it became necessary to alter the date of 
execution of each patent and the record thereof, 
and the endorsement of the certificate on which 
the same was founded. This service was an ex- 
ense to the office of more than six hundred dol- 
ars, requiring, on all the documents, more than 
sixty thousand alterations or additions, and, in 


therefore, for the purpose of reimbursing that 


/amount to the office, respectfully recommend a 


special appropriation of six hundred dollars, to 
be expended in writing and recording four thou- 


| sand patents, which would diminish that branch 


|| which constitute the archives of this office. 


1 





of arrears without interfering with current du- 
ties. 


The unfortunate destruction of the Treasury || 


building by fire admonished me of the propriety 
and absolute necessity of adopting every precau- 
tionary measure to secure the safety of the title 
papers, records, and other important documents 
Ona 

articular examination, with a view to that object, 
it was found that about two tons of the papers, 


embracing a large portion which belonged to the || 


credit system of the land sales, were deposited in 
the attic story of the building, immediately under 
the roof, in the utmost confusion, in bundles ar- 
ranged neither in chronological order nor in the 
order of consecutive numbers. On a representa- 
tion of these facts to the then Secretary of the 
Treasury, and by his advice, I have adopted those 


| means which woukl secure to the Government and 


to the extensive regions of the Ohio and Missis- 


|| sippi the safety and security of those documents, 


which are connected with the land titles of more 
than three millions of white population. Portable 
cases for all papers and documents not of daily 


|| use, and fire-bags for each room of the office, have 


been contracted for, and will be delivered in the 
course of two or three weeks, while the assortment 
and the arrangement of the title papers are in rapid 
progress by persons especially employed in that 
service. The plan adopted, and which, when com- 
pleted, as it will be in two or three months, will 
enable twenty able-bodied men, in case of fire, to 
remove from the office every paper, document, 
book, and record of the same to a place of security 
in fifteen minutes, without the derangement of either, 
so that in case the roof and second story of the 
building should be in flames, everything belonging 
to the Land Office, except its furniture, could be 
saved and removed by the ordinary assistance 
which is found in the case of fires. The whole 
expense of these necessary and precautionary 
measures will amount to about twenty-six hundred 
dollars, for which a special appropriation is re- 
spectfully requested. 

One of the most serious causes which have 
produced the delays and embarrassments to the 
performance of the ordinary business of this office 
is the want of the statutes and the reports of the 
adjudicated decisions of the highest courts of justice 
in the several States. The daily necessity of a 


Yet, | 
notwithstanding the benefits which have resulted | 
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property | recurrence to such documents, and the difficulty of 


obtaining access to the same, has been the occagion - 
of vexatious delays, in numerous instances, to the 
parties immediately interested, and to the prompt 
discharge of official duty. This can be remedied by 
a special appropriation for that purpose of about 
twenty-five hundred dollars, which is respectfully 
and urgently recommended. It 1s frequently the 
case that a resort to these statutes, and the reported 
decisions thereon, is absolutely necessary to a 
correct action on questions arising under the law 
of descent, the jurisdiction of probate matters, the 
settlement and distribution of intesiate estates, the 
law of judgments and executions, and the lien 
created thereby, with the law of assurances, or 
conveyances in relat:on to real estate. Access to 
these sources of information is often indispensable 
to the security of individus! rights, and important 
to the pecuniary interests of theGovernment. In 
many of the States some uf the principles of the 


the pect law have been declared inapplicable to 


the peculiar circumstances of the people and the 
| country,and inconsistent with the genius and pro- 
visions of our political institutions, and others 
have been substituted by legislative adoption, com- 
_ patible with constitutional rights and the immu- 
| nities of the citizen. Hundreds of questions are 





|| presented every year, in the administration of the 


| powers and duties of this office, involving the 
| examination and application of legal principles 
| ae with the subjects above enumerated; 

and ifs a matter of surprise to me that more com- 
plaints have not been made against the decisions 
of the Commissioner in cases where he has been 
called upon to decide, withcut the requisite legal 
information to do so understandingly. in many 
instances, | have no doubt, they have been sub- 
| mitted to rather than incur the expense of an 


| appeal to the administrative justice in the United 


States courts. These evils should no longer pre- 
vail, and the excuse for them should cease to exist 
by the appropriate action of Congress. The small 
sum necessary to be appropriated cannot come in 
competition with the resulting benefits to indi- 
viduals and to the Government. ‘There is, prob- 
ably, no bureau under the executive departments 
which requires so frequent recurrence to the stat- 
utes and judicial decisions of the several States as 
that of the General Land Office, and in which 
they are so necessary to the administration of 
right and justice. In truth, it has become in prac- 
tice, from necessity, a court of exchequer, where 
its decisions are tacitly assented to from ignorance 
of the law, or acquiesced in from pecuniary con- 
siderations. My duty to the Government and to 
individual rights requires this statement from me, 
as an act of justice to the parties interested, and os 
highly proper and important for the legislative 
action of Congress. 

Although the above statements and exhibits show 
that the duties of this office are annually increasing 
and rapidly accumulating, it is proper for me to say 
thut they present but a small portion of the items 
of such increase. Exclusive of the correspondence 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 
the issue of military bounty land scrip since the 
firat of January last, which is equal to the writing 
and recording of 342 letters, and the letters written 
to the several land officers, acknowledging the 
receipt of their monthly and quarterly returns, 
amounting to 1,150 to the 15th of the present 
month, there have been written in the office, on 
other subjects, from the first of January last to 
the 15th instant, including copies of a portion of 
the same, 4 529 letters, occupying on the record 
thereof 3,047 large folio pages. During the pres- 
ent year there will have been issued and trans- 
mitted from the office more than forty thousand pat- 
ents, leaving an arrear of patents for land sold, at 
the close of the year, inamount exceeding seventy 
THOUSAND. To this should be added, besides other 
increasing demands upon the office, the require- 
ments of individuals for copies of the papers, rec- 
ords, correspondence, and other documents, to be 
used in the administration of justice, the settle- 
ment of intestate estates, to supply the loes or 
destruction of the originals, and for other lawful 
purposes, which will amount for the present year, 
at twelve and a half cents per one hundred words, 
to a sum exceeding three thousand dollars. This 
class of requisitions upon the time and duties of 
the officer must annually increase with the progress 











ie Pe 


ee 
e 
, 
Pl 


titi Ae 





cee Ger 88 OE ee a 
Tey ev ©.» 


by 


« 





64 








of the sales of the national domain, the opening 
and clearing the forests, and the extension.of the 
western setlements. Another source of expense 
to the office, and which is constantly increasing 
with theaccumulation of its arrears, is the issuing, 
in ignorance of the fact, of patents to purchasers, 
or to their assigns, after the death of the patentees. 
To remedy this defect in the system of legal grants 
for lande eold; which has now become serious and 
embarrassing, it is necessary for Congress to pro- 
vide by law that patents issued to persons deceased, 
the legal title shall inure to the heirs and devisees, 
to every lawful effect and extent, as if they had 
been executed and delivered in the lifetime of the 
game. 

The surveys of the public lands have progressed 
to a very considerable extent, a large portion of 
which, however, are rendered immediately un- 
availing, in consequence of the deficiency of aid 
provided by law in the offices of the surveyors 
general, At the present time I am not able to 
make a particular report thereof; but it is expected 
that statements in detail of the progress of this 
work, and the condition and necessities of each 
office on the first of January next, will be returned, 
as soon as practicable after that date, by the sev- 
eral surveying departments. When these state- 
ments are received, they will be communicated in 
extenso, or in a condensed form, as may be re- 
quired. It is known, however, that the surveys 
of about eight hundred townships have been made 
and paid for, the plate and descriptive notes of 
which should be returned to this office, and to the 
proper land offices, in the course of six or eight 
months. A large amount of surveys have been 
made and are in progress which will be completed 
and paid for, and the returns thereof made, during 
the year 1834, if the necessary means should be 
provided by Congress. I consider it my duty to 
state, in connexion with this subject, that it is 
impossible for the public surveys to progress, and 
the sales and disposition of the national domain to 
be facilitated and extended with advantage to the 
Government, and without injury to individuals, 
unless more discretionary power is vested in the 
Treasury Department to meet unforeseen evils and 
the defects of legislation, to bring up and prevent 
the accumulation of arrears, and to secure a prompt 
and efficient discharge of public ae I would, 
therefore, respectfully propose that the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on a reported statement of the 
facts by the Commissioner of the Genera! Land 
Office, be authorized and directed by law to cause 
all the arrears of the surveying departments to be 
brought up as soon as practicable; to require an 
authenticated transcript of the records of the field 
notes to be transmitted to the General Land Office; 
to cause renewed township plats to be furnished to 
the land offices, where the originals have become 
so defaced and injured, and the entries thereon 
obliterated by constant use, as to be no longer 
available, in every particular, as public documents; 
and to make reasonable allowance for the surveys 
of the principal and guide meridians and base lines, 
and particular sections of the public lands, in cases 
where they cannot be executed for the prices 
allowed by law; and that the expense thereof be 
paid out of the general appropriation for the sur- 
veys of the public lands. 

n making this annual report, I am again re- 
quired, by a sense of public duty, to present a 
brief view of the arrears of business in this office, 
and the means necessary to bring up those arrears, 
in connexion with a proper discharge of current 
duty. Under the head of, 

lst. Private land claims. —The printing and pub- 
lication of State papers, by Gales & Seaton, and 
Duff Green, supersede much of the duty previ- 
ously required by this bureau. The arrears of 
this branch of business can now be brought up by 
one competent clerk in one year. 

Qd. Military bounty lends.—The duties now re- 
quired to be performed under this head would 
require the time of three clerks for one year. 

. Posting the entries and sales of public lands, 
and adjusting the quarterly accounts thereof, would 
oceupy the time, for one year, of six intelligent 
and industrious clerks. 

4th. Indexes to the records of patents, a work of 
the most pressing necessity, and which is almost 
entirely in arrears from the commencement of the 
public land sales, cannot be accoiplished in less 
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nen one year by fifteen active and competent 
clerks. 

5th. The epening of tract books for surveys al- 
ready returned to the office, as rendered neces- 


ear. 

6th. Writing, recording, and examining patents 
for land sold.—The amount of arrears under this 
head, for lands sold to the firat of January next, 
will exceed sEVENTY-TWO THOUSAND PATENTS. 


require the services of eighteen diligent clerks for 
a year. 

7th. Suspended cases under the credit system, from 
a difficulty of completing the title papers, and the 


this duty. 


in the office 926 township plats to be protracted 
about 800 other plats, which are expected to be 
returned in the course of six or eight months; in- 
formation having been received that the surveys 
thereof have been made and returned to the respect- 
ive surveyors general. Tomake the 
and connexions which should be done in the 
| course of the ensuing year, will require the labor 


least twelve months. The lands selected by the 





business arising under the relief laws since 1826; 


under grants for canal purposes, and those selected 


under grants for other purposes, with the school | 
lands selected in lieu of section sixteen, have all to 


be entered and marked on the township plats and 
maps of the proper districts. To perform this ser- 
vice, as also that of making similar entries, under 


the act of April, 1832, authorizing a subdivision of || 


the fractional sections into forty-acre tracts, would 
occupy the time of a draughtsman more than one 
year. 


| 28, 1823, the labor of one draughtemea acquainted 
with the duty would be required for six years. 


The daily interruption to the proper discharge of | 


| 
in consequence of the continuance of these arrears, | 


public duty, and the expenses resulting to the office 


have become evils of the most serious character, 
and should be done away immediately. 


9th. Miscellaneous arrears, other than those enu- || 


| bundred feet nearly up to that level, and 
These arrears, now amounting to the ser- | 


merated would occupy the time of four clerks one 

ear. 
san of fifty-nine clerks for one year, have been 
accumulating for a long period of time, a large por- 
tion of which existed before the administration of 
the office was committed to my hands. They 
have arisen from the physical impossibility of the 
office to discharge all the duties required of it by 


law with the force provided for that purpose; from | 
the injudicious and unfortunate reduction of six | 
of its clerks in 1827; from the great increase of 


from the establishment of additional land and sur- 
veying districts; from the numerous reservations 
made in Indian treaties; from the many grants of 
public lands for canal, road, literary, and other 

urposes; and from the great increase of miscel- 
aneous business within the last four or five years, 
not previously demanded of the office. 

To bring up these arrears, I would respectfully 
recommend that the Secretary of the Treasury be 


authorized to cause the same to be done, ozd the | 


expenses thereof paid out of any mopwys in tie | 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to such an | 
extent as, in his judgment, the necessities of the | 
Government and justice to individuals may re- 


quire. And to enable the office to discharge its 


sary by the quarter-quarter section subdivision, || 
would require the service of two clerks for one | 





To write, record, and examine the same, would | 


greatlabor of examination, willdemand theservice 


| of two clerks one year who are acquainted with || 
8th. The Draughtsman’s Bureau.—T hereare now || 


on the maps of the proper land districts, besides | 


rotractions | 


of one competent and industrious draughtsman at | 


States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Alabama, | 


If it is contemplated by the Government || 
to complete the service as far as practicable, re- | 
| quired by a resolution of the Senate of February | 


expedient by Congress to adopt this Proposition, 


_an appropriation of $6,000 per year for the writ- 
_ing and recording of patents for lands sold, and 
a like appropriation for six extra clerks in the 
office, would greatly facilitate its business, and 
| very much lessen the embarrassments under which 
_ it now labors. 
All which is rempocreny submitted. 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
Hon. R. B. Tavyer, 


Secretary of the Navy. 


DELAWARE BREAKWATER. 

In the Quartermaster General’s report, 
| accompanying the President’s annual mes- 
sage, is a statement of the condition o 
_the Delaware breakwater. General Jesup 
/pronounces the experiment fairly made 
| and successful. The work already affords 
| a good harbor for vessels engaged in trans- 
| porting the materials for its construction, 
| as well as for such vessels engaged in 
_commerce as have found occasion to take 
shelter in time of storm. 

The whole length of the breakwater, 
according to the plan, is thirty-six hun- 
dred feet, and the deposites of stone al- 
'ready extend two thousand seven hun- 
dred feet, in the following proportions: 
| about one thousand feet are elevated five 
feet above the plane of high-water; nine 
hundred and fifty feet are nearly level with 
high-water, and nearly seven hundred and 
fifty feet are elevated fifteen feet above 
the sea-bottom. 
| The whole length of the ice-breaker is 








to be one hundred and fifty feet, and the 
deposite of stone extends one thousand 
four hundred feet, of which nearly one 





thousand are above high-water mark, three 


the remainder about fourteen feet above 
| the bottom. 
| The quantity of stone deposited during 
| the last season was one hundred and fifty- 
|| four thousand four hundred and fifty-nine 
|, tons, and as much more could have been 
deposited, with but little increase of con- 
tingent expenses, if the means had been 
provided to pay for it. 

If adequate appropriations are made, 
|| the work can be completed in 1835. 

The estimate, by General Bernard, of 
the cost to complete the whole work, was 


$2,216,950. Of this sum, $1,160,000 has 





been appropriated, leaving a balance of 
$1,056,950. 
Among the estimates is $20,000 for a 


|| light-house at the western extremity of 


current duties, I propose the employment therein || the breakwater, which can be constructed 


of one chief clerk at a salary of $1,700 per annum; | 
one clerk at $1,500; five at $1,400; ten at $1,150; 
and thirteen at $1,000; making, in all, thirty | 
clerks; and also one draughtsman at $1,150; one | 
assistant draughtsman at $1,150; one messenger at 
$700, and two assistant messengers at $350. For 
the reasons of this additional aid, and the increase 
of pay to a portion of the same, I refer you to my 
report made to the Secretary of the Treasury on 





the 2list of January last, and which has a || 


inted as number 50 of the Senate documents of 





at less expense while the main work i8 
going on, than afier it is completed.—Bal- 
timore American. 


It may be safely estimated that the aver- 
age number of Jetters received, delivered, 
distributed, and mailed, in our city post 
office, is not less than fifteen thousand 


st session. If, however, it should not be deemed || each day.—Vew York Evening. Post. 
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